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Kuwaiti diplomat escapes attack in India 

NEW DELHI (AF) ■-** Two assaflaots ridjog a moDORwdks find at 
iKvwart’* senior-most diplomat in 'New DcUn Toesday, bat be 
.enfant, jpaiibe sad. Charge d’Aflaircs Mxteb Othman A1 Rurntnh was 


serials 

division 


ttOTcffict jn hificnr when the. youths fired at him in die posh Chanakyapuri 
Mlgfafro grbo od, aai d ao official of die special task force in charge of 
ifip hm ati'-aeiauiiy in New D elhi Mr. Rumiah was re turning from a 
erecting of die Arab League wben die asaaOaots fired at his car near the 

• Kuwaiti embassy ar about 2; 45 'f 0915 GMT), the official said. Sec uri ty was 
t#t ened ar oaad the embassy following the attack. Senior police officials 
werc lBvcstigating the arrack and details were not immediately available, 
mdthe official wealdsg on comfition of anonymity. Mr. Rumiafa is in 
ctafge of the embassy in the absence of ambassador, d. Abdul Rasao 
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Jordan, Tunisia 
sign trade 
agreement 
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Jordan, Tunisia 
sign trade 
"v 10 ^ agreement 

^RCer 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
; h:ij from f r 3 ^ Ton ^ a Toesday signed the rai- 
nutes of deliberations of the joint 
■ Jtmfanian-T um«a« n Committee at 
the conclusion of the committee’s 
|n yy- , , meetings here in Amman. The 
we Q3i||ji minutes were signed on the 
nath Jordanian side by Jndnstzy and 

Trade Minister Abdullah Ensour 
tl-ES /ip, and. on the Tunisian side by 
Minister of National Economy 
>> Sadek A1 Rabeh. The minutes 
^r-rsun jntwde for allocating $10 million 
•incciltj tj; ^ ^ or e ®* 1 of the Jordanian Trade 

- ,Q-. ^ ■ Centre in Tonis and the Tunisian 
Ar.ectel*^' Trade Centre in Amman. 

Hdvrs-aj 1 ..'J* 3- According to the minutes, the 
nse!: ff s 5 *«reed to bold trade 

iked .* «L, ^ B * rs ™ eac h country's capital in 
rj j-jm ** $ 1992-93 and to let them sell goods 
worth $1 million. They also 
• ncj-iv agreed to hold a T unisian trade 

, c . I - fair this year in Amman and to let 

c / , it sell goods at a total cost of $1.5 
‘ p ^ % million directly to the public (see 
■’ earlier story on page 3). 

" 1 vin heru^! Cabinet approves 
cctt telephone project 

Ever,-. - 
:hcp«.- : 

r j. hor r. AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
*r:: r J m . met Toesday under the chair- 

Tlv l~.i. inanship of Prime Minister Sharif 
' f Zeid Ben Shaker and approved 
'embarkingon a project which will 
-VV ’directly link telephone lines be- 
* T 7j: tween Jordan and Syria. The 
. Cabinet also approved sending a 

- * v- delation from die Customs De- 

' /I , V; partment to represent Jordan at 

or.ki- - II. *4- 1-1 


a dose watch on some 
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Syria denies exporting embargoed Iraqi oil 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria denied a report that it was importing Iraqi oil, 
which is under a U.N. embargo, and exporting it mixed with its own 
crude. Dadoud Hido, president of Sytnjl, the body responsible for 
marketing Syrian oil. said Syrian oQ exports had increased but this was a 
result of newly discovered oflfidete coming onstream. He denied a report 
in Petroleum Intelligence Weekly (PIW) last month that Syria was mixing 
its oil with Iraqi crude. “The increase is doe to new developed oil 
discoveries in Syria," Mr. Hido said in a telex be seat to PIW. The telex, a 
copy of which was obtained by Reuters, gave no figures on the volume of 
current exports or of the increase. “There is no mixture qf any Iraqi crude 
with any Syrian crude,* 4 Mr. Hido said. Hie PIW report, if true, would 
mean Syria was breaking U.N.-imposed sanctions which require U.N. 
members to stop lifting Iraqi oil. Syria, a member of the Organisation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC), produces around 

480.000 barrels per day (b/d) of crude oiL PIW said there bad been a 

40.000 b/d increase in Syrian oil exports to over 200,000 b/d since 
February and suggested the increase could be coming from Iraqi oil 
exported to Syria by tanker trucks. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Sand! Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Hie Cabinet 
met Tuesday under the chair- 
^ -inanship of Prime Minister Sharif 
f -Zeid Ben Shaker and approved 
; embarking cm a project which will 
‘directly link telephone lines be- 
tween Jordan and Syria. The 
Cabinet also approved sending a 
delegation from die Customs De- 
partment to represent Jordan at 
the Customs Cooperation Coun- 
cil meetings to be held in Brussels 
June 16-19 and approved die 
participation of Public Works and 
Housing Minister Saad, .jtayel 
Surour in the Arab boosing arid' 
construction ministers delegation 
which wiD visit Lebanon to a&eiss 
the extent of damages incarred by 
die civil war there. 

Bashir begins visit to 
Syria 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Sudanese 
£ leader Omar Hassan A1 Bashir 
* arrived Tuesday for his first visit 
to Damascus since the Gulf war, 
wben Sudan and Syria found 
themselves on opposite sides. It 
was Lieutenant-General Bashir's 
second visit since seizing power as 
chair m an of the leadership Coun- 
cil of die National Salvation Re- 
volution in July 1989. His first 
was in February 1991 during the 
Gulf war. Sudan supported Iraq 
in that conflict while Syria took 
put in the U.S.-led military 
alliance that forced its eastern 
Arab neighbour to give up 
occupation of Kuwait. Gen. 
Bashir was greeted at Damascus' 
airport by President Hafez A1 
Assad, who invited him to Syria, 
an official announcement said. 
Hie two leaders drove straight to 
Tishrin guest palace for talks on 
major regional issues and bflater- 
Jpal relations. 


Jailed Egyptian war 
hero loseq appeal 

CAIRO (R) — A military court 
on Tuesday rejected an Egyptian 
war hero's appeal against a three- 
year prison sentence for disclos- 
ing war secrets. Retired 
Lieutenant-General Saadeddin 
ShazH, 70, who returned volun- 
tarily to Egypt from exile in 


mg over him, began serving his 
term in a military prison, judicial 
sources said. They said the court 
erased hard labour from the sent- 
ence originally passed in July 
1983 as Gen. Shazh was over 60 
years old. 




9 killed in Turkey 


clashes 




ERZURUM, Turkey (AP) — 
Kurdish retek ambushed a milit- 
ary vehicle in southeastern Tur- 
key, killing five soldiers and two 
civilians on board, the state- 
owned Anatolia news agency re- 
jforted Tuesday. Abo^ Tuesday, 
two guerrillas were killed in sepa- 
rate dashes with the security 
forces in Bingol province, the 
agency said. Hie agency said the 
soldiers and die civilians died 
lyhen the rebels attacked the 
fpffitaiy vehicle near Sndfran vll- 
'kge m tins province Monday. 
Kurdish guerr illas ryeratin g in 
.the region belong to the illegal 
Biudish Labour Party, wtrich has. 
been fighting for self-rale in 
southeastern Turkey since 1984. 


Rockets kill 40 in Kabul 
as rebel leaders talk peace 


Co mb ined agency d i s p atches 

A BARRAGE OF ROCKETS 
killed at least 40 people and 
wounded 200 in Kabul on Tues- 
day as the uew Mamie govern- 
ment and dissident guerillas sat 
down to talk peace. 

Afghan Television said the 
rockets were fired by “rebels” — 
har dlin e guerrillas pushed out of 
tbe dry last weds: after heavy 
fighting. 

Dozens of rockets fired by 
fighters supporting radical guer- 
rilla chief Gulbuddm Hekmatyar 
landed throughout the dty after 
government forces began an 
offensive at first light 

The boom of heavy govern- 
ment shelling rolled across the 
city after first light as tanks and 
artillery pounded die crests of the 
bare, rocky hills guarding Kabul’s 
southern approaches. 

Forces loyal to Mr. Hekmatyar 
responded with barrages of rock- 
ets, many of them striking around 
file city's military headquarters. 

Tbe head of the country's 
week-old interim government, 
meanwhile, suggested that be and 
his ruling council should serve for 
two years, rather than tbe agreed 
upon two months. The suggestion 
was almost certain to meet resist- 


ance from many of the rebel 
groups that fought to end com- 
munist rule. 

Tbe government named 36 Mn- 
jabedeen leaders on Tuesday as 
ministers in the transitional admi- 
nistration. 

Apart from General Ahma d 
Shah Masood, who was named 
defence minister before the gov- 
ernment formally took power, 
and Interior Minister Ahmad 
Shah, all the ministers were 
appointed for only two months. 

Two of the appointed men said 
they were unsure whether to take 
up their jobs while fighting con- 
tinued between the government 
affiance and the Hezb-i-Islami 
group of Mr. Hekmatyar. 

General Rahim Wardak, 
named as army chief of staff, said 
he needed time to decide, arguing 
he would find It painful to order 
government forces to fire on Mn- 
jahedeen. 

Mr. Wardak said die fighting of 
the past week, which has killed 
scores of people, had shattered 
many of his dreams. 

Doctors at the city's hospital 
said they expected the casualty 
toll in the rocket attacks mean- 
while to rise. 

The exchanges were much 
more intense than on Monday 


when rockets fired by Hezb-i- 
Islami forces killed at least 13 
people and wounded 77, the offi- 
cial media reported. 

Mr. Hekmatyar's representa- 
tive Qader Karyab acknowledged 
reluctantly that the rockets came 
from Hezb-i-Islami positions but 
said they were only in response to 
attacks on them. 

Emerging from talks in the 
Kabul office of the new head of 
state, Sibghatullah Mojaddidi, 
Mr. Karyab said he hoped the 
armed confrontation would soon 
end. 

“We are committed to estab- 
lish peace and security in Kabul. 
We are in regular contact be- 
tween brother Hekmatyar and 
the other Mnjabedeen leaders,” 
he said. 

“I am asking Hezb-i-Islami 
people that they should act in a 
responsible maimer and to think 
about the peace and security in 
Kabul.” 

Mr. Karyab, who arrived in 
Kabul on Monday night with a 
convoy of Mnjabedeen fighters 
led by the leaders of several 
guerrilla groups in the govern- 
ment coalition, made dear that 
Mr. Hekmatyar had softened his 
demands. 

(Continued on. page 5) 
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CHURCH RECONSECRATED: Latin Pat- 
riarch of the Holy land Michel Sabah Hum the 
altar during tbe re c o nse c ra tion ceremony of the 
Church of Holy Sepulchre an Monday. The church 


was vandalised by an Eiqffisii -speaking man de- 
scribed by Israeli officials as a tourist two days 
earlier 


Jordan and Palestinians hold 
consultations on multilaterals 


Los Angeles remains calm; 
police under heavy criticism 


Combined agency dispatches 

POLICE CAME UNDER 
mounting criticism on Toesday 
for not having moved quickly 
enough to snuff out fighting in the 
streets that grew into tbe worst 
rioting of the centuiy in the Un- 
ited States. 

As thousands of troops in full 
battle dress kept a dose watch on 
die city's streets, Los Angeles 
remained calm after authorities 
lifted a dnsk-to-dawn curfew that 
helped end three days of rioting. 

But as the calm settled, die Los 
Angeles Police D epartm e n t drew 
fire from critics who contended 
the rioting could have been 
averted if officers had done a 
better job at the start. 

Some critics — including rank- 
and-file officers — said police 
administrators waited too long to 
marshal die city's forces, giving 
thousands of residents the im- 


pression they could join the civil 
disobedience with impunity. 

The riots broke out In Los 
Angeles and spread to a dozen 
other cities after a moody white 
jury last Wednesday acquitted 
four white policemen cbaiged in 
the brutal beating of black motor- 
ist Rodney King. 

As sociologists and psycholog- 
ists searched for underlying mo- 
tives to the rioting, state and local 
officials blamed one another and 
bickered over who was responsi- 
ble for hours of delay in bringing 
police power to bear. 

Police chief Daryl Gates, who 
is resigning as of June 1, was most 
heavily criticised for attending a 
dinne r instead of remai n i ng on 
the job as the unrest began. 

Local television stations late on 
Monday showed films of die start 
of the violence on Wednesday, 
showing that even with maraud- 
ers puffing motorists from cars. 


Algeria goes ahead with 
trials despite violence 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Algeria 
put more Muslim fundamentalists 
on trial on Tuesday, less than 24 
houix after 13 convicted killers 
were condemned to hang and a 
fresh wave of arson and violence 
left two dead. 

Seven men accused of a raid cm 
a naval post in Algiers last Febru- 
ary in which 10 people were killed 
went on trial in a heavily guarded 
courtroom in Bbda, 50 kilometres 
southeast of Algiers. 

The defendants include three 
servicemen. One defendant, a 
mosque preacher, is still on the 
run. 

Their trial came a day after a 
rifljtary court in the derert town 
of Onargla sentenced 13 fun- 
damentahsts to hang following 
their convictions in an attack on a 
frontier post where three guards- 
men were killed and mutilated. 

Tbe number of men conde- 
mned to death was the biggest in 
years. The sentences came at a 
tense time in tins country where 
the fundamentalist Mamie Salva- 
tion Front (FIS), which was on its 
way to warning parliamentary 
elections before they were cancel- 
led last January, has been banned 
and thousands of its members 
detained in camps. 

A policeman and a Muslim 
militant were killed in a shootout 
at a bouse used as a hideout by 
gunmen, police said Tuesday. 

Also Tuesday, arum attacks 
were reported in tile eastern dty 
of Constantine. 

Police said the gunbattie occur- 
red at an Algiers house used as a 
.hideout since March by about 
eight fundamentalists who 
stashed automatic weapons and 


homemade bombs there. Two 
policemen and two fundamental- 
ists were wounded, two fun- 
damentalists were arrested, and 
other suspects escaped, police 
said. 

Witnesses heard bursts of auto- 
matic gunfire during the gnnbat- 
de. A Renter correspondent saw 
at least four ambulances pass 
road blocks set up by police 
armed with automatic weapons. 

Late on Monday, armoured 
cars mounted with machineguns 
patrolled tbe city along with other 
vehicles carrying aimed men of 
the 23, 000-strong gendarmerie. 

“They are patrolling like they 
have done on past ‘hot’ days — 
like jnst before the elections,” a 
resident said. 

A fundamentalist student 
movement for the “Defence of 
the People’s Choice” — a refer- 
ence to the FIS election position 
— called for a strike at all mriver- 
tities starting on Tuesday. 

Earlier tins year, a minority 
group of Islamic students dfis- 
raptqtf universities and forced 
sevArfl campuses to dose. 

Before dawn on Monday, 
arsonists set fire to university 
buildings in Setif, Bhda and Con- 
stantine, and Algiers Radio re- 
ported more arson attempts over- 
night “against public property” in 
the last dty. No casualties were 


police were nowhere to be seen! 

Radio and television stations 
broadcast interviews with police 
officers who said there was a 
paralysis at the highest levels of 
the department. 

“They told us to wait, to stand 
by, to hold off, to stall while they 
decided what to do,” said one 
officer. 

“But tbe point is that while 
everybody figured the rioting was 
possible after the King jury came 
back, tbe department (fid nothing 
to get ready,” he said. 

Police estimated damages from 
three days of anon and looting at 
$717 million, and said 58 people 
died. 

A Los Angeles social activist 
organisation, the Coalition for 
Humane Immigrant Rights, 
charged that anarchy had been 
replaced by a police state. 

(Coathned on page 5) 


Security 
beefed up 
in Egyptian 
flashpoint 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Security 
officials poured hundreds of 
police rein f orcements Tuesday 
into a' southern Egyptian village 
where 14 people died in coordin- 
ated Muslim extremist attacks ou 
Christians. 

Interior Minister Abdul Halim 
Moosa, the country’s chief law 


By Snhair Obeidat 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Palestinian officials Tuesday held 
a round of coordination talks 
ahead of the first working ses- 
sions of the multilateral phase of 
the Middle Eastr peace process 
and put final touches to their 
strategy ar the meetings to be 
held later this month, official 
sources said. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber met with some members of 
the Jordanian and Palestinian de- 
legations to tbe multilaterals, 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. The news agency 


said the meeting reviewed Jor- 
dan’s views vis-a-vis issues to be 
discussed at these meetings. 

Hie Palestinians have received 
invitations to at least two of the 
meetings: one on refugees to be 
held in Ottawa, Canada, and the 
other on regional economic coop- 
eration scheduled for Brussels, 
Belgium. 

“They discussed strategies of 
the negotiations and put the final 
touches to their p ar ticipation,” 
said a senior source. 

Jordan has already finalised the 
list of its delegations while the 
Palestinians are expected to 
announce their negotiators soon, 
another source said. 


Israel has repeatedly 
threatened to boycott the multi- 
laterals if the Palestinian delega- 
tions indude Palestinians from 
the diaspora. But the Palestinians 
say that the co-sponsors — the 
United States and Russia — have 
made it dear that die nature of 
the Palestinian delegation would 
not be an obstacle to their parti- 
cipation. 

Palestinian spokeswoman Dr. 
Hanan Ashrawi said earlier this 
week that the nature of the 
Palestinian delegation is “not the 
business of the Israelis. 

Jordan has for some time been 
preparing for the negotiations, 
(Con tinue d on page 5) 


Jordan to 
finance 
restoration 
of Dome of 
the Rock 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Tues- 
day announced its total commit- 
ment to cover the cost of restora- 
tion going on at the Dome of the 
Rock, noting that the commit- 
ment was in fine with the King- 
dom's policy to support the 
Palestinian people and to safe- 
guard holy brines. 

A statement issued by the 
Council of Ministers said that the 
commitment was in line with Jor- 
dan's polity of upholding Arab 
and Islamic rights in die Holy 
City of Jerusalem. “The Holy 
City has always been on the 
minds of the Arab and Muslim 
people in view of its significance 
to the Arab and Muslim nations,” 
the statement said. 

It also recalled the sacrifices 
and endeavours by the leaders of 
the Great Arab Revolt: A1 Hus- 
sein Ibn Ben Aii and his son, the 
late martyr Abdullah Ben AI 
Hussein, founder of the Hashe- 
mite Kingdom of Jordan, both of 
whom exerted efforts towards de- 
fending the Holy City and its 
shrines. 

The statement said that Jor- 
dan's commitment to shoulder 
the task of restoring and repairing 
the Dome of Rode came upon 
directives from His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Izzeddin Al Khatib Al 
Tanrimi said that Jordan has been 
committed over tbe past years to 
care for die Al Aqsa Mosque and 
the Dome of the Rock, providing 
for its restoration and repair. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Opponents of peace talks Israeli soldiers shoot 
favour municipal elections dead 2 Palestinians 


-OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
— An Israeli proposal for muni- respectively, 
dpal elections in the occupied Israel proposed tbe first mum- 
territories gained momentum on cipal elections in the occupied 
Tuesday when two leading West Bank and Gaza Strip since 
nationalists announced their sup- 1976 during the fifth round of 
port for the idea. peace talks in Washington last 

Riyad AI Maiki and Ali Abu week. 

H3al, who oppose Arab-Israefi Palestinian peace negotiators 
peace talks, told reporters there . supported by mainstream Pales- 


was a need for municipal elec- 
tions. 

“Conditions in the occupied 
territories require holding muni- 
cipal elections and they should be 
apolitical, service-oriented and 
must be supervised by interna- 
tional observers,” said Mr. Mai- 
ki, a vocal opponent of peace 
talks. 

“Since Israel acknowledged 
willingness to have elections, I 
think we should take advantage 
of that.” 

Mr. Mallei and A bn H3aJ sup- 
port tbe Popular Front for the 
Liberation erf Palestine (PFLP) 
and the Democratic Front for tbe 


tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) factions did not reject the 
proposal outright But they want 
a municipal vote to be accompa- 
nied by overall national elections 
for a legislative assembly to admi- 
nister self-rule in the occupied 
territories during a five-year in- 
terim period. 

The Islamic fundamentalist 
movement Hamas, victor in a 
chamber of commerce election in 
the West Bank city of Hebron last 
year, also favours municipal elec- 
tions. Hamas has strong backing 
among the 750,000 residents of 
the Gaza Strip. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers shot 
dead two Palestinians Tuesday in 
• separate stabbing incidents, the 
army said. 

In the first incident, a soldier 
shot dead a Palestinian prisoner 
who allegedly attacked a guard 
with a piece of asbestos from a 
roof at Ketziot military prison 
camp in the Negev Desen. 

In the second, a soldier shot a 
.Palestinian who stabbed and 
slightly wounded two soldiers at - 
an army camp in the occupied 
Gaza Strip. 

The man,, named by Palesti- 
nians as Zakariya Mushtaha, 44, 
of Gaza, later died in hospital. 

Palestinians said that in en- 
suing demonstrations a second 
Palestinian was shot and wound- 
ed in both legs. 

Palestinians named tbe Ketziot 
attacker as Ahmad Barakat, 25, 
from 'Ain Beit Elma refugee 
camp in the occupied West Bank. 


Ketziot- holds about 5,000 
Palestinians arrested in the four- 
year-old revolt against Israel in 
tbe occupied territories. 

Human rights groups say tbe 
prison violates the Fourth Gene- 
va Convention because the in- 
mates have been transferred from 
occupied territory into Israel. 

Palestinians say conditions at 
Ketziot are the worst of any 
military prison. Prisoners suffer 
from extreme beat in summer and 
bitter cold in winter. They have 
been denied family visits and 
frequently protest at poor treat- 
ment and shortage of food and 
water. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, the 
army on Tuesday clamped cur- 
fews in refugee- camps and vil- 
lages following violent dashes 
Monday In which one Palestinian 
was killed and 11 were wounded. 

(Continued ou page 5) 
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suspected gunmen were arrested 
and a search was. on for others. 

But be said tension had calmed 
in Manshdt Nasser, where a 
blood feud between Christians 
ami M uslims led to Monday's 
carnage. The village is in Assort 
province, 375 kilometres south of 


The provincial security chief, 
Nabfllbada, said after the attacks 
that 15 of tbe dozens of extremist 
gunmen were under arrest. Tbeir 
status was unclear, and it was not 
known whether the three Mr. 
Musa spoke of were among them. 

Mr. Musa did not disclose the, 
number of police reinforcements 
in the new units dispatched to the 
■area. 

Thirteen Christians and (me 


SIMFEROPOL, Ukraine (R) — 
Tbe parliament of the Crimean 
peninsula passed an “act of inde- 
pendence” from Ukraine on 
Tuesday in a move likely to in- 
flame relations between Kiev and 
Moscow. 

Deputies at the Crimean par- 
liament in the city of Simferopol 
stood and applauded loudly for 
two minutes after adopting a law 
on “state independence” by 118 
votes to 28. Tbe declaration was 
made subject to confirmation by 
referendinn. 

They also approved an appeal - 
to Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk to hold talks on the 
issue. Mr. Kravchuk recently 
warned of possible bloodshed if 


In another development, 
Algeria has orderd the former 
ruling National Liberation Front 
(FLU) to immediately hand over 
its headquarters and other build- 
ings to the government 

(Coathned ok page 5) 


Muslim died in the worst fighting, the territory, with its Russian 
! between followers of the two" majority, were to pot in question 
religions since 17 people werei .Ukraine’s sovereignty here, 
killed in Cairo street battles in ^ 1 yjie peninsula, which juts into 
I !9B1. 5 die Black Sea, has a population 

| “They were trying to kin the that is 60 per cent Russian. It was 
pillars of the Ch r istian commun- part of the Russian Federation 
i rfy," M officer told Reuters at a ' * unt il its transfer to Ukrainian rale 
checkpoint between the Manshiet in 1954 to mark three centuries of 
Nasser and the predominantly muon between the two Slav 
Christian village of Sanaboo. neighbours. 


Nationalist Russian politicians 
have argued that the transfer 
violated Russia’s constitution, 
fuelling suspicions in Ukraine 
that Moscow could try to retrieve 
the territory. Some have even 
called for talks on the issue with 
Kiev but Mr. Kravchuk says the 
Crimea must remain Ukrainian. 

The Ukrainian parliament, 
evidently hoping to forestall an 
independence referendum, pas- 
sed a law last month granting 
Crimea nnprecedeiited independ- 
ence within Ukraine. 

The Crimea is possibly the 
most explosive issue in relations 
between the two states that form 
the axis of the 11-nation Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States. 

The Sevastopol naval -base, 
headquarters to the disputed 
Black Sea fleet, is situated on its 
southern coast. It constitutes an 
important strategic asset as well 
as a symbol of national prestige at 
a time of volatile nationalist feel- 
ing in both Russia and Ukraine. 


TYRE (Agencies) — Guerrillas 
fired six Katyusha rockets into 
Israel’s self-proclaimed “security, 
zone” in South Lebanon Tues- 
day, secruity sources said. 

They said four rockets fell in 
the U.N.-policed village of Kaw- 
kaba and two near the Israeli 
hilltop position of Soujod. 

Soujod is two kilometres east 
of Kawkaba, which is polked tty 
Norwegian troops of tbe U.N. 
Int erim Force in Lebanon 
(UNEFXL), which has been de- 
ployed as a peacekeeping force in 
the south since 1978. 

The source of the fire was 
believed to be from guerrilla 
strongholds on the edge of the 
“security zone.” 

There was no immediate report 
of retaliation from Israeli troops 
and their allied South Lebanon 
Army and no word on casualties 
from tbe Katyusha firing. 

Tbe Israeli army overran and 
briefly occupied two Lebanese 
villages in February after 
Katyushas were fired into tbe 
zone and northern Israel. Nor- 


mally, it responds with shellfire 
against villages. 

Israel carved out the zone in 
1985 to shield its northern settle- 
ments from cross-border guerrilla 
attacks. 

The 1,100-square-kilometre 
strip stretches from the Medi- 
terranean coast to the slopes of 
Mount Hermon in the east. The 
enclave is routinely patrolled by 
1,200 Israeli troops and 3,000 
SLA mflitiamen. 

Tbe SLA meanwhile denied an 
Amnesty International report 
saying detainees at a South Leba- 
non prison were being tortured. 

“There is no truth whatsoever 
to the report that prisoners have 
been tortured and beaten," said 
General Antoine Lahd, head of 
the SLA militia' which runs 
Khiam. 

Gen. Lahd also denied the 
presence of Israelis at Khiam. 

The fortress-like detention 
camp has since 1985 boused 
Arabs either caught or suspected 
of attacking Israeli troops. 

(Continued on page S) 


< 



Middle East News 


Rafsanjani: Iran 




wants orderly Haj 


NICOSIA (R) — President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani said 
on Tuesday Iran wanted an 
orderly pilgrimage to Mecca in 
which political issues of the Mus- 
lim World are raised without dis- 
rupting the Haj or upsetting the 
Saudi government. 

Calling for “cooperation, not 
division” in next month's amraal 
pilgrimage, Mr. Rafsanjani put 
forth his moderate views in a Haj 
congress which opened at the 
shrine of the late supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ruholiah Khomeini 
south of Tehran. 

More than 400 people, mostly 
Iranians, were killed in clashes 
with Saudi security forces during 
an Iranian “disavowal of infidels'' 
demonstration in Mecca in 1987. 
Iran boycotted the next three 
pilgrimages in the ensuing crisis. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said Muslims 
around the world — in Palestine, 
Algeria, Libya, Kashmir, Leba- 
non, Bosnia-Herzegovina and the 
newly independent Soviet repub- 
lics — had problems which had to 
be tackled at the Haj. 

“These are all problems which 
must be condemned, but in a way 
that the Saudi government real- 
ises we have no intention of 
causing a nuisance,” Tehran 
Radio quoted him as saying. 

“Muslims face problems and 
they should be studied with state- 
manship so that correct solutions 
can be found. The aim is coopera- 
tion in the Islamic World, not 
creating divisions.'* 

Iran is expected to send about 
110,000 pilgrims to Mecca this 
year — the same number as last 
year when Iranians performed 
the Haj for the first time since the 


1987 riots. 

Last year Ir anians held their 
“disavowal of infidels” rally in a 
place cordoned off by Saudi 
police from the pilgrims of other 
countries. 

Iran’s ties with Saudi Arabia, 
broken in acrimony over the 1987 
clashes, warmed after Tehran 
rondemned Iraq’s 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait 
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Tehran and Riyadh resumed 
diplomatic relations in March 
1991 after compromising on the 
number of Iranians to attend the 
Haj halfway between Iran’s de- 
mand of 150,000 and the Saudi 
offer of 45,000 and arrangements 
for the Iranian demonstration. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said it was 
essential to maintain the political 
aspect of the Haj — a key differ- 
ence between Iran’s Shiite Mus- 
lim rulers and the conservative 
S unni Saadis who say the ritual is 
strictly a religious affair. 




But the Iranian president 
added: "If we are to disavow the 
infidels ... winch we are, then 
measures should be taken that 
this would not adversely affect 
the big goals. We can definitely 
perform a desirable Haj if ex- 
tremes are avoided.” 

Ayatollah Khomeini cursed 
Saudi King Fahd after the 1987 
bloodshed which he described as 
an unpardonable desecration of 
Islam's holiest shrine in Mecca. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, responding to 
radical critics of the decision to 
end the Haj boycott, said last 
year that Ayatollah Khomeini 
had said before his death in 1989 
that be wanted Iranians to re- 
sume the pilgrimage. 


Figjbters of the Jamaat-e-Istami group guard the presidential palace in Kabul 


Afghan ‘liberators’ cannot unite for peace 


KABUL (AP) — Moneychanger 
Delawar Singh, asked why 
Kabul’s once bustling money 
market was closed, replied 
“that's because we are at war.” 
Queried wby the local currency 
has started to firm against the 
dollar, he said, “That’s obvious, 
we are at peace.” 

Mr. Singh has good reason to 
be confused. 

A week after the declaration of 
the Islamic Republic of Afghanis- 
tan, this land-locked country tee- 
ters in a nether world that’s neitfa- 


U.N. confirms Iraq destroyed 
almost 25,000 chemical weapons 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
U.N. weapons experts have re- 
ported that they had verified Iraq 
destroyed almost 25,000 chemical 
weapons on its own without U.N. 
supervision. 

Iraq's Deputy Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz had disci osed the 
destruction of the chemical 
weapons and some Scud missiles 
in March when be came to the 


Iraq said it had destroyed 
24,470 chemical weapons as well 


er war nor peace. 

On Monday, as rival guerrilla 
factions clashed, leaving 30 civi- 
lians dead and 100 wounded, the 
interim government began band- 
ing out flour rations. 

At one distribution point near 
the airport, hundreds of men. 


women and children massed 
around a truck, grain coupons 
clutched in their hands. 

Few seemed to take heed of the 
rockets falling less than one 
kilometre away. 

“If Allah wills my death, then I 
will die but I have to feed my 
family,” said Raiza Khael, a 
mother of four who brought two 
of her sons in a wheelbarrow to 
pick up wheat. 

While opposing guerrilla 
groups who were supposed to be 
the country's liberators ex- 
changed rocket and heavy 
machiiiegun fire, bus service was 
restored in the Afghan capital. 

Abdul Rafar, a mechanic in his 
40s, was waiting for an electric 
trolley when a firefight erupted 
nearby. For an hour, be cowered 
in a store destroyed last week by 


missile fire. 

“They are Islami c animals, not 
people,” he said of the guerrilla 
groups. 

One of the most marked in- 
dications of the uneasiness in the 
city is the convoy that accompa- 
nies Sibhatullah Mojaddidi, lead- 
er of the week-old government. 

In addition to his numerous 
bodyguards perched atop gaily 
coloured Toyota pickup trucks, 
Mr. Mojaddidi is perhaps the 
only leader in the world followed 
by two tractor trailers carrying 
food. 

One of Afghanistan's problems 
is that its supposed liberators 
cannot unite, separated as they 
are by ethnic rivalries and differ- 
ences in their interpretation of 
Islam. 

A renegade Muslim fun- 


damentalist, Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar, made a play for power 
last week but was driven out of 
Kabul in fierce fighting last week. 
His forces have now dug in just 
south of Kabul and are firing 
rockets at the city. 


Mr. Hekmatyar and his Hezb- 
e- Is I ami fighters demand die 
establishment of an Islamic state 
that would be stricter than what is 
envisioned by the transitional 
government that took power last 
week after the foil of co mmunis t 
President Najibullah. 


The fall of Mr. Najibullah had 
raised hopes that Afghanistan's 
long suffering could be ending, 
but the continued fighting among 
the rebel groups has left Kabul 
residents frightened and bewil- 
dered. 


Security Council seeking relaxa- 
tion of U.N. sanctions on Iraq. 


A four-person team from four 
countries, led by Jim Knapp of 
Canada, visited 20 sites in Iraq 
from April 15-29 to verily the 


Iraqi report. 
The exper 


The experts from the U.N. 
special commission that is de- 
molishing Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction reported Monday that 
they confirmed the Iraqi claims 
“within acceptable margins of 


as chemicals used to make them. 

The U.N. experts checked 
Iraq’s claims that it had blown up 
weapons and then buried or scat- 
tered the remains, or melted 
them down after cutting them 
into manageable pieces. Chemic- 
al agents were poured into the 
ground or into ponds, or were 
burned. 

•>-Tbe team counted remnants of 
weapons at most sites. In the case 
of munitions that were melted 
tfown, they found that the weight 
of the metal ingots supported the 
Iraqi reports. 

Iraq had declared that it pos- 
sessed over 125,000 chemical 
weapons as well as about 70 Scud 
missiles, but denied having nuc- 
lear or biological weapons. 


Army moves to help Yemen security plan 


SANAA, Yemen (AP) — Crack 
army troops have been moved to 
buttress security and rewards 
posted in an effort to curb politic- 
al violence and assassinations in 
Yemen- 

President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
announced late Monday the 
allocation of 2 million riyals (ab- 
out $170,000) “as an encouraging 
two bonus” for information used 
to track “assassins and 
saboteurs.” 

Mr. Saleh also said security 
forces will immediately start strict 
implementation of a Dan on car- 
rying unlicensed arms. 

The security plan was approved 
at a high-level meeting last week 


after assassins tried to kill a 
cabinet minister, the latest and 
most prominent in a series of 
incidents since North Yemen and 
South Yemen merged two years 
ago. 

Details were not divulged until 
the president spoke after adosed 
meeting Monday with defence, 
interior and security officials. 

Sources said Tuesday that the 
plan includes transferring 5,000 
elite army troops to the Interior 
Ministry to help security forces 
impose order. The sources said 
there may be other aspects yet 
undisclosed, such as stiffer 
punishment for culprits. 

Diplomats noted the difficulty 


of enforcing control of arms in a 
mountainous tribal society where 
weapons are widespread. Yemeni 
national garb even allows for a 
dagger to be strung at the waist. 

The diplomats also noted that 
'allocating such a* high amount for 
rewards in one of the poorest 
countries in the Arab- World 
underscored the concern of the 
government. 

On April 26, gunmen fled in a 
car after shooting Justice Minister 
Abdul Wasei Salam in the eye 
and leg as he left his office. He is 
being treated at a U.S. military 
hospital in Wiesbaden, Germany. 

The political violence reflects 
the difficulty of welding the con- 


servative North and the formerly 
manrist South, who joined in May 
1990 to form the Republic of 
Yemen. 


Even before that there was a 
tradition of political violence. 
Mr. Saleh himself survived an 
assassination attempt two months 
after taking power in North Ye- 
men in 1978. 


And in 1986, South Yemen 
President Ali Nasser Mohammad 
attempted to purge opponents in 
the Yemen Socialist Party, killing 
several after luring them to a 
meeting. That touched off inter- 
nal conflict that left an estimated 
10,000 dead. 


Arms flowing into Mideast at alarming rate, experts warn 


By Rosalind Mandate 

USIA Staff Writer 


WASHINGTON — Arms are 
flowing into the Middle East at 
an alarming rate and in alarm- 
ing quantities, increasing the 
chances for another armed 
conflict in the region, two ex- 
perts warned in a forum held 
Monday on Capitol Hill. 

Ambassador James E. 
Akins, former U.S. ambassa- 
dor to Saudi Arabia, and Ma- 
jor General (Ret.) Matti 
Peled, now head of the Arabic 
Literature Department of Tel 
Aviv University and a founder 
of the Israeli Council for 
Israeli-Palestinian Peace, dis- 
cussed the aims race in the 
Middle East in a forum spon- 
sored by Churches for Middle 
East Peace. The forum was 
moderated by Mike van 
Dusen. staff director of the 
House of Representatives* 
Foreign Affairs Europe and 
Middle East subcommittee. 

In order to prevent the pos- 
sibility of armed conflict, sup- 


pliers must stop selling arms to 
the region ana all countries in 
the Middle East must partici- 
pate in a dialogue to control 
the flow of arms, the experts 
said- 

The region is now “faced 
with an inundation of arms ... 
never known before” in the 
Middle East, Gen. Peled 
underscored. Since the end of 
the recent war with Iraq, “esti- 
mated arms exports have dou- 
bled" to the Middle East, he 
said. 

“If allowed to continue, 
sooner or later, we will be 
involved in an exchange of fire 
.... Once acquired, these 
weapons are meant to be used 
in one way or another,” he 
cautioned. 

Suggesting ways to address 
the issue, Peled stressed that 
“in order to have meaningful 
dialogue on the limitation of 
arms in the Middle East, all 
countries in the region must 


Israel and Arab parties will not 
work “because Israel and the 
Areas have adversaries outside 
the circle of the Middle East 
conflict,” such as Turkey and 
Iran, Gen. Peled said. 

"The whole issue should be 
taken up at the United Na- 
tions,” be said, adding that the 
international organisation 
would be under “less pressure 
by arms producing firms” than 
any single arms-prodocing 
country. 

Ambassador Akins bad ear- 
lier stated that Western nations 
could impose an arms embargo 
on the Middle East, but that 
the pressure of arms manufac- 
turers against such a message is 
too great. 

Mr. Akins stated his opposi- 


wbetber the propsed sale of air- 
craft will deter potential Ira- 
nian aggression. 

Mr. Akins called the prop- 
osed sale a “waste of money.” 
Gen. Peled stressed that 
arms suppliers “should decide 


Reducing U.S. military sup- need for Arab countries to bu; 


port to Israel is another way of 
addressing the arms race, Gen. 
Peled suggested. 

He said that Israel receives 


need lor Arab countries to buy 
increasingly sophisticated 
weapons system would be re- 
duced, he said. 


to stop supplying even though 
there is great demand." 


$1.8 billion annual military 
support from tbe United 
States. This U.S. grant to 
Israel requires that Israel allo- 
cate two dollars for every one 
dollar allocated by the United 
States, he said. The Israeli 
defence expenditure is there- 
fore around $5 to $6 billion a 
year, be said. 


tion to a proposed U.S. sale of soon as pi 
advanced aircraft to Saudi Hecalle 


participate. 

Tackling the issue in tbe 
multilateral talks between 


Arabia. 

Mr. Akim said that over two 
decades of Gulf states' buying 
arms from the international 
community did not deter Iraq's 
aggression. Taking this into 
account, he questioned 


“It is absolutely necessary 
that arms producing countries 
find a way to stop selling arms 
or at least reduce the level of 
arms,'’ he said. If suppliers do 
not find a way to do so conflict 
in the region will continue to 
escalate and “eventually there 
mil be an explosion,” Gen. 
Peled underscored. 

In particular, the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction in 
the region “must be stopped as 
soon as possible,” he said. 

He called on Israel to “open 
up its unclear establishment 
and agree to destroy” its nuc- 
lear arms, on the condition 
that the United Nations Secur- 
ity Council undertake efforts 
to control and inspect nuclear 
sites throughout the region. 


This figure is “far too big, 
for too heavy, and far more 
than it really needs," Gen. 
Peied said of Israel's defence 
budget. 

Reducing the U.S. military 

g rant to Israel would then re- 
uce Israel's own defence ex- 
penditures and “alleviate the bur- 
den on the Israeli economy,” he 
said. 


Ambassador Aldus stressed 
that a real reduction in the 
arms race in the Middle East 
will not occur until there is 
progress in the peace process 
and until the Gulf states are 
assured of protection against 
future aggressors, such as Iran. 

Churches for Middle East 
Peace was founded in 1984 to 
communicate to Congress and 
the executive branch the per- 
spectives and concerns re- 


specuves and concerns re- 
flected in policy statements of 
member-denominations and 


A reduction of U.S. military 
aid to Israel would also result 


in an “automatic reduction in 
the arms race," in that the 


church agencies, according to 
the group’s literature. Member 
organisations include Amer- 
ican Baptist Churches; Amer- 
ican Friends Service Committee; 
Episcopal Church; Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America; 
National Council of Churches; 
Presbyterian Church; United 
Church of Christ and United 
Methodist Church. 
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NODDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli police, Armenian clerics scuffle 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Black-robed Armenian Orthodox priests 
scuffled with border police on Monday to block Israeli tax 
authorities from raiding an occupied Jerusalem convent to collect 
taxes from welfare tenants. Tbe brawl occurred in Sl James 
Convent, which is attached to the Armenian Basilica in Jeru- 
salem's old, wailed city. The police and tax collectors left after a 
four-hour standoff, witnesses said. It was tbe second incident in 
recent days that angered Jerusalem’s small Christian community. 
On Saturday, an English-speaking tourist ran through tbe Church, 
of the Holy Sepulchre, Christianity's holiest sh rine, smashing 
altar candies and tearing down a life-size silver crucifix. The man 
and his wife, who cairied no identification and refused to give 
their names or nationalities, were arrested and are being held for 
questioning. About 16,000 Christians live in Jerusalem, irictadmg 
about 1,200 in the Armenian quarter of the old city. Armenian 
church spokesman George Hindi an said the church residence bad 
been been exempt from taxes under hundreds of years of Turkish, 
British and Jordanian rule of the region. He said it was a disgrace 
that Israel would “use border police to come into a convent.” 


Yemenis call for release of Kuwaiti PoWs 


SANAA (AP) — More than 1,000 Yemenis sent a petition 
Monday to tbe United Nations secretary-general urging him to 
personally intervene to secure the freedom of hundreds of 
Kuwaitis said to be detained in Iraq since the Gulf crisis. The. 
move marked the first time that Yemenis have shown sympathy 
for Kuwait since their government supported Iraq in the Gulf war 
last year. It underscored government efforts to mend fences with 
Kuwait and its five partners in tbe Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). Saudi Arabia, the leading member of the GCC, halted Sl 
billion in ann ual aid to Yemen in retaliation for its. Gulf- war* 
stance. It also forced an estimated one million Yemenis working 
in the kingdom to return home. The petition, addressed to 
Boutros Ghali, the U.N. chief, was signed by 1.055 people, ft was. 
handed over to the U.N. office in Sanaa. It called the continued- 
detention of the Kuwaitis “a dear violation of Internationa], 
charters and norms and a frank affront to all heavenly teachings.”. 


Philippines lifts ban on workers going to Libya' 


MANILA (R) — The Philippine government has lifted a ban on- 
Filipino workers going to Libya because reports showed that it - 
was safe, labour officials said on Tuesday. Manila stopped* 
Fffipino workers from going to Libya last month fearing war might* 
break out became of Unted Nations sanctions against Tripoli. The U.N.- 
imposed air, arms and diplomatic sanctions against Libya because* 
of its refusal to s* -render two men to stand trial on charges of. 
blowing up a Pan Am airlineT over Scotland in 1988. Mfonnd* 
Imson, officer-in-charge of the Philippine overseas employment- 
administration, said land and sea exit routes were available to' 
Filipinos if tensions increased in Libya. About 15,000 Ftfipinos.’ 
work in Libya. 


Nicaragua expels Libyan diplomat 


MANAGUA. Nicaragua (R) — Nicaragua has ordered one" 
Libyan diplomat to leave the country and placed travel controls 
on the three remaining envoys from Tripoli in line with Ura ted - 
Nations sanctions, Foreign Minister Ernesto Leal said on Mon- 
day. Mr. Leal told a news conference that Nicaragua had ordered? 
the Libyans to reduce their mission by one diplomat and that tire'' 
three remaining envoys should inform the ministry whenever. they . 
travel more than 30 kilometres outside Managua. Nicaragua will. 
retain bilateral ties with Libya and had no plans_of shutting 
Libyan-run Arab culture centre in ( Managua, Mr. Leal said.Xast^ 
month, Libya donated $25,000 in ’aid to victims of a volcano^ 
explosion in northwestern Nicaragua. Libya was a major source of l 
economic aid for Nicaragua's former Sandinista government. 


Islamic countries urged to cooperate doser 


ISTANBUL (AP) — Prime Minister Suleyman Demire] on 
Tuesday urged an organisation of Islamic countries to foster 
economic cooperation and a Turkish minister proposed widening 
the group of embrace the new Muslim republics of the former 
Soviet Union. In a written statement to a meeting of tbe follow-up 
body of tbe standing Committee for Economic and Commercial 
Cooperation of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference 
(COMCEC) , Mr. Demirel said Turkey attached “great import- ' 
ance to economic cooperation among the member countries and 
values COMCEC meetings not only as a forum to foster economic 
cooperation but also as valuable occasions providing us with ■ 
opportunities for gaining better knowledge of each other;” The . 
fo flow-up committee monitors the implementation of projects and 
formulates recommendations to strengthen economic cooperation 
among the member Islamic countries. Tansu Ciller, state minister 
for economic affairs, said the organisation should also include the . 
newly independent Turkic republics of the former Soviet Union. 
“Turkey should form the gateway for trade and cultural ties” for 
these countries, she said. “We should meet the challenge of the 
world... of forming a larger economic community,” as well; she 
added. 


Cyprus police step up embassy security 


NICOSIA (R) Cyprus police said on Monday they had stepped 
up security at the Israeli and U.S. embassies. State television said 
police were acting on a tip-off a possible attack. 1 Tighter security 
measures have been taken at the Israeli and U.S. embassies since 
Friday. These measures will remain in force," a police spokesman 
said on state television. Security was also being stepped up at 
other embassies, be added. He did not elaborate. Three people 
were lulled and 19 wounded in May 1988 in a bungled car bomb 
attack on the Israeli embassy. Cyprus television quoted a police 
source as saying any new attack could come either from a car 
ngged with explosives or with rockets. The radio said the tip had 
come from Interpol and the U.S. and Israeli secret services. On 
Sunday evening police stepped up security at Larnaca internation- 
al airport following an anonymous telephone call to the control 
tower saying an attack was imminent. A Cyprus Airways flight to 
Tel Aviv was delayed by 45 minutes. ■ 
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Crown Prince, Hanbo Group 
chairman discuss cooperation 


King, Tunisian envoy discuss trade relations 


AMMAN (Petra)' — His Royal 
Highness Grown . Prince Hassan 
received at the Royal Court Tues- 
day Chairman of Hanbo Group 
of the Republic of Korea Tai Soo 
Chung. . 

Prince Hassan and Mr. Chung 
discussed scopes of cooperation 
between Jordan and Korea in 
-industrial fields and m prospects 
for ml. 

The meeting was attended by 
acting Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Minister and Minister of 
Public Works Saad Hayel Snroor. 

Mr. Chung arrived in Amman 
Saturday on a five-day visit to 
Jordan for talks with officials and 


bu sine ss m en here on means of 
promoting economic and technic- 
al cooperation between Jordan 
and Hanbo Group. 

During a visit be paid to Jordan 
in 1986, Mr. Chung donated an 
amount of $1 million for the 
establishment of a vocational ceo- 
tre in North Sbuneh. 

Hanbo Group, which has ex- 
ecuted major development pro- 
jects in Jordan since 1975, was 
honoured by His Majesty King 
Hussein with the Award of the 
Order of King Hussein Ben Ali 
on May 3, 1983 in appreciation of 
its contribution to the develop- 
ment process in the Kingdom. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received at the 
Royal Court Tuesday visiting 
Tunisian Minister of National 
Economy Sadek A1 Rabeh who 
conveyed to the King greetings 
from the Tunisian president and 
exchanged views on Jozdanian- 
Tumsian relations. 


KuwaiK 


U.N. mission winds up visit 
after gathering information on 
violations in Arab territories 


The two sides also reviewed the 
development of economic ties be- 
tween Tunisia and Jordan in die 
presence of Minister of Industry 
and Trade Abdullah Ensour and 
the Tunis an ambassador to Jor- 
dan. 

The Tunisian minister was re- 
ceived earlier by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zdd Ben Shaker who was 
briefed on the progress of 
Jordanian-TUnisian trade and 
econom i c talks over the past 
three days. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — a three- 
mein her United Nations feet 
finding mission winds up a five- 
day visit to Jordan today and 
leaves for Egypt on the third leg 
of its Middle Eastern tour to 
gather information about human- 
rights violations in the o ccupie d 
Arab territories. 

The mission, compi ising repre- 
sentatives from Sri Lanka, Yugos- 
lavia and Senegal, met Tuesday 
with Foreign Minister Kamel 
Abu Jaber to discuss the prevail- 
ing conditions in die region and 
heard Jordan’s views with regard 
to the Palestine issue and the 
Middle East problem. Hie three- 
member mission has been to 
Syria where they met officials and 
gathered information about the 
situation in the occupied Arab 
territories. 

At a meeting earlier with Adel 
Irsheid, director general for the 
Paletmian Affairs Department at 
the Foreign Ministry, the U.N. 
mission members discussed 
Israeli practices in the occupied 
Arab lands and Mr. Irsheid noted 
that since the start of the Arab- 
Israeli peace negotiations, the 


Israeli authorities “chose to esca- 
late repressive actions against the 
Palestinian population and step- 
ped up their human rights viola- 
tions against the Arab popula- 
tion. 

At the same time, Mr. Irsheid 
noted that the Israeli authorities 
have "increased their sei zure of 
Arab-owned land with die pur- 
pose of settling Jewish immig- 
rants” arriving from Europe and 
other parts of the world. He said 
that the Israelis have now confis- 
cated 62 per cent of Arab-owned 
land in the West Bank. 


Both the Tunisian mi ni s ter and 
Dr. Ensour told the prime minis- 
ter that the talks covered agree- 
ments on fixing the volume of 
trade between Tunisia »nH Jor- 
dan at the rate of SI million to be 
exchanged through the atmimi 
trade fairs held in Amman and 
Tunis, as well as a sum of $10 
million in exchanged goods 
annually. 

They also discussed the orga- 
nisation of maritime transport op- 
erations through Aqaba and 


Tunis and agreements in the 
fields of tourism, information, 
archaeology and youth. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the prime minister 
voiced Jordan's satisfaction with 
the results of the meetings ex- 
pressing hope that the two coun- 
tries would pursue more efforts 
towards farther strengthening of 
relation at an levels. 

The Tunisian minister held a 
series of meetings here Tuesday 
with members of the Jordanian 
Exporters Society to discuss 
effective measures to promote 
Jordanian-Tunisian trade rela- 
tions. The two sides discussed 
prospects for lann c hing trade and 
exports as well as joint economic 
ventures in addition to the estab- 
lishment of a pan-Arab company 
for international trade with a 
Jordanian-Tunisian joint capital 
with the purpose of pro m oti n g 
inter-Arab trade. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the two rides also 
reviewed obstacles of shipments 
as well as the high cost of trans- 
porting goods to and from Tuni- 
sia by land and sea. The T unisi an 
minister promised that his gov- 
ernment would study these prob- 
lems with a view to finding proper 
solutions and also to study the 
prospect of establishing the mari- 
time transport line. 


Following the meeting, the 
society president, S*mih Dar- 
wazeh, said that the society will 
follow up the question of trans- 
port and freight with die private 
sectors in the two countries with a 
view to reaching positive results 
that would enhance trade. 

The society, which was estab- 
lished in 1990, aims to increase 
the volume of trade between Jor- 
dan and other countries. 

The Tunisian minister also vi- 
sited the Sahab Industrial City cm 
the outskirts of Amman and ex- 
amined its activities and opera- 
tions. The minister was briefed by 
Dr. Fayez Suhennat, the director 
general of the Jordan Industrial 
Estates Corporation (JIEC) on 
the development of the industrial 
dty and the factories established 
with foreign or national capital. 

The Tunisian delegation earlier 
met with President of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry Khakkran 
Aba Hassan to discuss bilateral 
trade. 

Jordan in the 1980s held sever- 
al trade fairs in Tunis and opened 
a trade centre in the Tunisian 
capital to promote the sale of 
national products. Mr. Abu Has- 
san told the' visitors that the 
Tunisian investors can benefit 
from the free zones in Jordan for 
trading with African and Asian 
nations. 


Before meeting with Mr. 
Irsheid, who also briefed die mis- 
sion on the condition of tire 
Pales tinian refugees in Jordan, 
the U.N. envoys were accompa- 
nied on a visit to the King Hus- 
sein Bridge across the River Jor- 
dan. 


The mission, accompanied by a 
12-member staff to help the team 
cany out its task in tire Arab 
region, is expected to file a full 
report about its findings to be 
submitted to the U.N. Human 
Rights Committee. 



'Jordan and Iran hold 


Jordan begins preparation 
for Arab Traffic Week 


larfy in regards to refigious 


■ssaons Tuesday on increasing future c o operation in tourism, partial, 
and historic sites 


Jordan, Iran to pursue tourism efforts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan. is 
preparing, for celebrations mark- 
ing Arab Traffic 'Week which is 
due to open Thursday in order ^9 
focus pubHc attention on the need 
to help reduce road accidents. 


A special committee charged 
with preparations led by police 
* c officer Awm Mumar said that its 
members held a meeting Tuesday 
to put the finishing tonuches to 
the programme which, among 
other things, indudes a general 
v i meeting at tire Royal Cultural 
" , Centre and a procession of vehi- 
• “ des through Jre streets of the 


■Hie vehicles wtD be provided 
by a number of Jordanian com- 
panies and social and economic 
institutions and trade unions will 
carry posters calling on the public 
to abide by traffic regulations and 
help end the carnage on the 
streets of Jordan. 

Last month, tire Public Security 
Department (PSD) announced 
that 379 people were killed and 


10,126 others injured in nearly 
19,000 road accidents involving 
31 321 vehicles in Jordan, &ring 
1991. . :... 

According to Brigadier Mis- 
mar, surveys revealed that 50 per 
cent of the accidents occurred in 
the Amman region. 

Hie committee last week orga- 
nised a march by students of 
Ministry of Education schools 
and community -colleges, as well 
as students of the rehabilitation 
centres, as part of its activities to 
call public attention to the need 
to work towards reducing acci- 
dents on tire roads. 

Those taking part in tire march, 
sponsored by the Housing Bank 
in Jordan, carried posters calling 
on drivers and pedestrians to 
heed traffic regulations in a bid to 
reduce accidents. 

To promote traffic awareness 
in preparation for tire week’s 
events, tire committee decided fo 
contact writers and columnists in 
daily papers to urge them to join 
in toe national effort. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Iran Tuesday agreed to pursue 
efforts and discussions aimed at 
reaching a formula for future 
cooperation in tourism, with spe- 
cial focus on religious and historic 
sites in the two countries. 

Agreement was reached in 
talks between Tourism Minister 
Yanal Hikm at and a visiting Ira- 
nian religious delegation led by 
Ayatollah Taskhiri. 

Mr. Hikmat briefed toe guests 
on Jordan’s treasures of touristic 
and archaeological sites and tire 
Muristry of Tourism’s plans for 
promoting the tourism industry in 
the coming years. Mr. Hikmat 
also heard the Iranian views ab- 
out means to promote ..Jordmian- 
Iranian cooperation in tourism 
with spatial attention to be given 
to Islamic sites found in the King- 
dom. 


They also discussed the ques- 
tion of Iranian M uslims perform- 
ing pilgrimage to Mecca and pas- 
ting through Jordan and the faci- 
lities offered to them; along the 
way. 

—Sheikh Taskhiri and his delega- 
tion visited Minister of Culture 
Mahmoud A1 Samra to discuss 
cultural relations. 

Dr. Samra said in a statement 
later that they agreed on renew- 
ing an Iranian-Jordanian cultural 
agreement signed in 1960 with the 
purpose of promoting the ex- 
change of publications and visits 
by students, as well as tire orga- 
nisation of artistic and cultural 
exhibitions. 

The visiting team presented a 
briefing to Dr. Samra about the 
cultural and artistic movement in 
Iran. 

Also Tuesday, Foreign Minis- 


ter Kamel Abu Jaber received 
Ayatollah Taskhiri and the 
accompanying delegation. Mir. 
Abu Jaber discussed with Mr. 
Taskhiri Jordaman-Iram'an rela- 
tions and ways of enhancing 
them. 


Later Tuesday, Sheikh Tas- 
khiri delivered a lecture at the 
University of Jordan attended by 
deans of faculties, teachers and 
students. 

Earlier in the day. Sheikh Tas- 
khiri held a meeting with the 
Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
to review Jordan’s stand with 
regard to the Palestine question 
and both tides stressed the need 
for “Muslims worldwide to sup- 
port the Palestinian cause and 
end their differences which can 
only benefit enemies of Islam,” 
they said. 


Piano recital to be held at RCC 


. ■ », .* • , 


?assy Minister visits employment office 


AMMAN (Petra) — Labour Minister Abdul Karan A1 Kabariti 
Tuesday visited the Jordanian Employment Office in Amman and 
was familiari sed with its role in finding jobs for tire unemployed in 
various professions. Mr. Kabariti stressed toe need to exert mote 
efforts to curb unemployment among Jordanian workers. 


’* J , . . 


Minister expresses appreciation 


AMMAN — Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Yanal Hikmat 
met Tuesday in his office Louis Caviezel, general manager of tire 
Plaza HoteL Mr. Caviezel took up his post as general manager in 
1982 and participated over the years successfully in promoting 
tourism to Jordan. Mr. Caviezel was a member of tire Executive 
Board of the Touristic Consortium. Mr. Hikmat presented Mr. 
Caviezel with a miniature model of Petra on tire occasion of tire 
completion of his duties in Amman and in appreciation of his 
efforts and cooperation with tire official and private tourism 
sectors in Jordan. 








WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 


Patrick: Augustin Lama and Tania Tamari Nasir rehearse for a 
piairerttitri tobebddTbnnday at fee Royal Cultural Centre 


jur fahButioH of seven artists from the occupied territories — 
Tayseer Barakat, Suleiman Mansour, Nabfl Amuri, Vera 
Tamari, Jawad A! Mam, Ya’coub Al Kurd and Khaffl Sabah 
— .at Abdul Hameed Sbotnau Foundation GaBery — 10 


By Jean-Clande Efias 

Special to die Jordan Times 


☆ Art exhi bi tion by Iraqi artist Hazem Al Bastani at toe Housing 
Bank GaBeiy. 

☆ Spring exhfiritiou of BanfHamida and the Jordan River designs 
at toe Baj Hassan Estate, Abdoan Vafley Road. 

,☆ Photography exbfbttion, entitled “Around toe World: People 
said Things,” by Jacquefine Vanderveide at tire British CemadL 

☆ Exhftftkm of paintings by Iraqi artist Amer Al Obeidi at Alia 
Art GaBery: 

☆ Art exhibition of Iraqi artist Afi Al Mandalawi’s works, 
inspired by poems of toe great Arab poet Abdul Wahab Al 

4 Bayati, at toe Spanish Guttural Centre. 

fr Fxhflrition of paintings by Rida Has Has at toe Reach Guttural 
Centre. 

ft Art qjdhtfan by Mohammad Al Anted at tire Royal Cultural 
Centre. 


it KxhaH ti oa of p aintin g s by hearing aad sight-impaired cfafldren 
at toe Royal Cultural Centre. 


AMMAN — An exceptional 
piano recital will be given by 
Patrick Augustin Lama at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) 
in Amman Thursday, May 7, 
at 8.*00 p,m. 

Performing with Mr. Lama 
is Tama Tamari Nasir, sopra- 
no, who viB sing a poem in 
Arabic called “The River and 
Death” by Badr Shaker Al 
Sayyab, music by Patrick 

Ijlnia. 

Mr. Lama's music is unkpe 
in that it is a truly expressive 
modem classical form with 
dear and strong Arabic intona- 
tions and phrases, deverly 
woven and embedded in its 
str u ct u re. This definition is as 
dose as possible to reality. 


considering that the composer 
dislikes any categorising mid in 
fed writes music in a very free 
form, which be describes as 
neither Western nor Arabic. 
Some of his compos i t i ons, like 
“The River and Death,” are 
atonal — not written in a speci- 
fic key. 

listening to Patrick Lama 
and Tania Nasir, one is slowly 
taken to a world of deep emo- 
tions. Being indifferent to the 
such beauttfal music is impossi- 
ble. The wide scope of sounds, 
harmonies and feelings it chan- 
nels can be perceived different- 
ly depending not only on tire 
background of the listener, but 
also on his mood. One could 
“hear” in Mr. Lama’s music 
Debussy or Messiaen, or even 
jazz pianist Herbie Hancock at 
moments, and still find it very 


personal, original and new. 

Mr. Lama’s ideas are often 
expressed in short patterns, 
built on alternating waves of 
forte and piani. One of the 
most interesting qualities of his 
music is that it “talks” to even 
those who arenot used to the 
sometimes difficult structures 
of modem music. It contains 
such an amount of genuine 
expression and emotions that it 
gets the listener’s attention no 
matter what land of music he 
or she is used to. 

Patrick Lama, son erf tire 
celebrated Palestinian musi- 
cian Augustin Lama was born 
in Jerusalem. He studied piano 
and composition in France 
with prestigious names like 
Henri Dutilleax and has been 
living there for many years. 
His life is dedicated to music 
and be has written many pieces 
for piano solos and will be 
■performing Imaages d’Orient 
I, II and lH and Horizons n, 
in and TV at tire ROC concert. 

Tania Tamari Nasir was also 
born in Jerusalem. She has 
been involved in c l assical sing- 
ing, as soloist, with different 
ensembles in Palestine and Jor- 
dan. Although not a full-time 
musician, Mrs. Nasir is a true 
musk lover and has recorded 
an album of “Songs from 
Palestine.” 

The climax of the recital 
could prove to be the inter- 
pretation of “The River and 
Death” with Patrick Lama on 


piano and Tania Nasir rin g in g . 
It wifi probably be the first 


time that Arabic poetry will be 

sung accompanied by — or will 
accom p a n y if one prefers — 
modem piano music of such 
quality and originality. 

The piano recital has been 
organised by the Abdel 
Hameed Shoman Foundation 
in cooperation with the 
National Committee for toe 
Support of the Intifada. 
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Conference on children 
endorses national strategy 


By Maha Addas! 


Special to toe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The first National 
Conference on Children, orga- 
nised by the United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF), in coop- 
eration with the Ministry of Plan- 
ning, ended its two-day sessions 
Tuesday by endorsing a national 
strategy to cover child health, 
education, environment, culture 
and information. 

A major part of the strategy 
emphasises the need for tire joint 
cooperation among governmen- 
tal, non-governmental and volun- 
tary areas in child-related mat- 
ters. Such a strategy would in- 
volve establishing a system of 
information on children in which 
regular studies and surveys would 
be included. Such studies to be 
made by people working in child 
and mother-related jobs can then 
be used in the planning and deci- 
sion making phases of child- 
related matters. 

Also included in toe strategy is 
the need for continued training 
for those working in child care 
areas to improve their levels and 
to educate them in all facets that 
ensure a complete child upbring- 
ing. 

It also emphasised that tire 
strategy adopted at the outcome 
of the National Conference on 
Children is declared and sources 
of fending, both internal and 
external, be found. 

The strategy indudes a point 
that would spread a population 
policy that is dear and that would 
conform with health, society and 
the national economy. 

In toe area of health, the 
strategy indudes the goal of re- 
ducing the infant mortality rate 
from 37 to 20 by toe year 2000 
and to bring down mortality of 


children below five years of age 
from 47 to 25 deaths per thousand 
births. 

As well as bringing down the 
number of respiratory and gastric 
diseases, another goal is to bring 
down the number of deaths of 
mothers during labour and to 
increase the number of women 
who adopt family planning from 
35 per cent to 55 per cent, not to 
mention birth sparing. 

An important point mentioned 
is toe need to maintain the im- 
munisation programme and to 
indude vaccines in the national 
immunisation project. 

In the field of education, the 
statement calls for improving the 
level of education for kindergar- 
ten children and ensuring 100 per 
cent enrollment for children be- 
tween the ages of six and 16. 

Hie statement mentions the 
need for eradicating illiteracy be- 
tween the ages of 10 and 14 and 
ensuring follow-ups for those 
who went through an illiteracy 
eradication programme. 

It also mentions toe need for 
educational, sociological, psycho- 
logical and vocational guidance in 
schools. 

In the field of the environment, 
tire strategy aims to provide for 
the Jordanian children a safe 
atmosphere, pure drinking water 
and sanitary services in all regions 
by the year 2000. 

To cany out this part of the 
strategy, the statement calls on 
the concerend authorities to 
enact laws and legislations to 
ensure a safe environment for the 
child at home, school and public 
places, to expand housing pro- 
jects with suitable healthy en- 
vironments, to apply laws regard- 
ing specifications on ventilations, 
lighting, water supply and public 
safety, to create convenient pub- 


lic gardens with special units for 
children, ensure sufficient sports 
facilities for the young, control 
pollution caused tty the spread of 
pesticides and fertilisers, take 
proper measures to reduce pollu- 
tion caused by factories near re- 
sidential areas, draw up a plan for 
dumping waste away from re- 
sidential areas, control health ser- 
vices at schools and issue guide- 
lines on smoking, the use of 
chemicals and means of protect- 
ing foodstuffs at home. 

In the areas of culture and 
information, the statement calls 
for increasing children’s aware- 
ness in health, cultural, so^al, 
and environmental areas thereby 
ensuring a better life for them. 

There is also an emphasis on 
providing children with an en- 
vironment in which they can ex- 
press themselves freely. 

Also mentioned is the need for 
the establishment of libraries for 
children and children's theatres. 

In the field of special children's 
needs, the strategy mentions the 
goal of reducing toe number of 
disabilities in children to one half 
by toe year 2000 by studying 
causes. 

Another goal is to increase 
services to children suffering 
from cerebral palsy from 10 per 
cent to 40 per cent as well as the 
aim to increase the care and 
services for deaf children from 30 
per cent to 70 per cent and the 
services for blind children below 
toe age of 20 from 90 per cent to 
97 per cent all by the year 2000. 

The dosing session of the con- 
ference was attended by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Raad Ben 
Zeid and Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alia Al Faisal, as well as 
the Minister of Planning Ziad 
Fariz and other ministers. 


Labour minister emphasises need for 


health insurance for SSC beneficiaries 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabar- 
iti Tuesday emphasised the need 
for speeding up measures under- 
taken by the Social Security Cor- 
poration (SSC) to apply a general 
health insurance scheme to be- 
nefit all citizens covered by the 
SSC law in Jordan. 


'•» • “It is hoped that toe SSC board 
will speed np work in this respect 
so that the 600.000 beneficiaries 
and their families will' benefit 
from health services in Jordan as 
soon as possible in view of the 
high cost of medical treatment 
which workers now have to pay,” 
said the minister at a meeting 
with the SSC board. 


The SSC last October 
announced plans to apply the 


health insurance scheme and ex- 
pressed hope that tire plan would 
come into force by 1992. There is 
need to provide health security to 
all citizens covered by toe SSC 
law, the minister stressed. 

Mr. Kabariti called for toe 
SSC*s . Consultative Committee jo 
bold a meeting on Sunday fo 
crystallise a final formula for such 
plans. The committee was formed 
last year and entrusted with 
studying the most feasible health 
insurance scheme for the Jorda- 
nian people. The committee has 
drawn np a general draft for the 
plan which was discussed thor- 
oughly in four of its meetings. 

The draft defines the various 
sectors of people to be covered by 
the scheme, the creation of a 
special fund to finance medical 


treatment and other factors re- 
lated to the project. 


SSC sources said that by the 
end of 1991. the SSC had JD 400 
million invested in various econo- 
mic and development projects in 
Jordan reaping in a revenue of at 
least JD 26 million annually. 

The SSCs investments are in 
industry, agriculture, bousing and 
banks which ensure profits that 
could be reinvested in other pro- 
jects to bring in more revenues 
for the SSC and its beneficiaries. 


The SSC, which was estab- 
lished in 1980, pays pension to 
retired workers beyond 65 years 
of age. lumpsum compensation and 
compensation for temporary loss 
of Work due to occupational 
hazards. 


Shippers urge U.N. team to end inspections 


By Rana Sahhagfr 

Reuter 


AMMAN — Jordanian ship- 
pers have urged multinational 
shipping inspectors enforcing 
U.N. sanctions on Iraq to ease 
and if possible end inspection of 
ships bound for Aqaba, Jordan’s 
only Red Sea port. 

Jordan’s Shipping Agents 
Association had what they called 
a “business-like” first meeting on 
Monday with the multinational 
Marine Inspection Forces, who 
search ships bound for Aqaba to 
ensure compliance with the U.N. 
sanctions against Iraq. 

“We explained to them that toe 
tight inspection rales were wreak- 
ing havoc on our economy and we 
asked them to ease, and if they 
could, cancel these regulations,” 
one shipper, who attended the 


meeting, said Hiesday. 

“They were very sympathetic 
to our views and demands and 
said they would onpass our re- 
marks to a special U.N. sanctions 
committee in charge of Iraq to 
decide on the next steps because 
they were getting their orders 
from this committee.” 

Iraq depends heavily on Aqaba 
for its imports of baric foods, 
medicine and other humanitarian 
goods allowed in after the United 
Nations eased sanctions following 
tire Gulf war to help the country’s 
hard-pressed population. 

His Majesty Bog Hussein has been 
campaigning hard to ease 
navy searches m the nearby Tiran 
Straits of all ships coining to and 
leaving the Kingdom since the 
United Nations imposed sanc- 
tions against Iraq after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 


Jordan, fully committed to 
observing the sanctions against 
Iraq, once it’s main trade 
partner, is trying hard to crack 
down on any cross-border smug- 
gling. 

Port officials said recently that 
allied war ships had become more 
experienced and eased inspection 
of Aqaba-bound vessels, possibly 
in recognition of Jordan’s solid 
backing for Arab-Isracli peace 
talks launched in October. 


The Shipping Agents 1 Associa- 
tion, which invited toe allied in- 
spectors to visit Jordan, said last 
month harassment of vessels 
heading to Aqaba was con- 
tinuing. 

They said the disruption in sea 
traffic was estimated to have cost 
the economy $46 million since 
August 1990. 


Universal Expo Centre displays various 
Jordanian products available for sale 


By Shefaab Makahlefa 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Locally made 
clothes and leather products 
produced by mdre than 80 
Jordanian companies Tuesday 
went on display at toe Univer- 
sal Expo Centre near the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, and the orga- 
nisers announced that the va- 
rious products on display can 
be sold directly fo toe public.. 

“The Amman Fonrtb 
Fashion Fair,” winch was inau- 
gurated by Minister of Industry 
and Trade Abdullah Ensour, 
will remain open until May 14 
and organisers expect it to 
attract vast number of visitors 
in view of toe high-quality pro- 
ducts displayed to the public. 

“We intend to acquaint the 
public with Jordanian manu- 
factured, high quality pro- 
ducts ” said the director of 
Expo Centre, Any ad Abdul 
Hadi. He said commodities on 
display include wear ~for 
women, men, children, artifi- 
cial flowers, handicrafts, 
embroideries and woodworks.' 


“Hie Universal Expo Centre 
organises annually two fashion 
fairs, one in summer and the 
other In winter.” be said. 


According to Mr. Abdul 
Hadi, another big show is to 
take place on May 25, 1992 to 
(fisplay home appliances, food, 
chocolates, sweets, chemical 
detergents, shoes and other 
commodities. 


Shoes Factory. 

One of the participants, who 
preferred to remain anony- 
mous, noted that she partici- 
pated in this expo “to prove 
women’s ability to compete 
with men in every walk of 
fife.” She is displaying her 
homemade accessories and 
artificial flowers. 


“Despite the feet that our 

factory has been founded quite 
recently, it produces shoes of 
high quality for toe local mar- 
ket. The industry feces some 
difficulties in obtaining raw 
materials,” said a (Erector of 


Another director of 
women’s clothes said that most 
of the raw materials used in tbe 
manufactured products were 
100 per cent Jordanian and 
quite recently Jordan’s clothes 
were highly demanded in some 
Arab countries, such as Libya. 


FOR RENT 


Furnished apartment, second floor, three 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, guest room, 
sitting room, total area 270 square metres, 
deluxe furniture, ideal location in Abdoun. 

For information call 621907 or 601791 
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Law and practise and 
what’s in-between 

THE NATIONAL conference on children that concluded 
hare Tuesday offers an auspicious occasion to dig deeper 
into the welfare of oar children especially with regard to 
dimensions that go unnoticed or are brushed aside easily. 
For starters, the country needs to review its existing laws aa 
abortion, a subject that touches the essence of aU rights, the 
right to life. Existing laws on this controversial subject make 
a blanket condemnation of abortions without the necessary 
degree of understanding — even sophistication — that is 
needed for the handling of such a complex issue. There is 
hardly any welMhought-of legislation on the right to 
abortion in cases of rape or incest or when the life of the 
mother is at ride. Furthermore, the way doctors pursue the 
application of existing laws on abortion has nothing to do 
with the way they practise their judgement in implementing 
it. In other words there is a considerable gap between law 
and practice in the country, something that does not angnr 
wdl for the civic well-being of oar society. Bat the biggest 
problem arising from abortions in Jordan stems from that 
fact that an increasing member of parents are resorting to 
totally unnecessary and illegal abortions if the sex of the 
fetus is not what they wanted. What exacerbates this 
contemporary development in potting science in the service 
of age old biases against the femal e sex is the growing trend 
to resort to genetic engineering, especially among the 
wealthy Jordanians to determine the sex of their children. In 
these regards, the country is woefully behind time and needs 
to embark on articulating sufficient legal safeguards against 
this arb i trary manipulation of the gender of children. 
Alongside any snch legal provisions proscribing arbitrary 
abortions or unjustified manipulation of the sex of babies, 
there win always be need for more concerted efforts to 
augment the aims and objectives of snch proposed laws by 
iiifw iim tinnal campaigns that aim also to |>t|an y our 
archaic' perspectives on female children. 

It is perplexing therefore that neither UNICEF nor the 
Ministry of Planning, the organisers of the conference, saw 
fit to pot on its agenda snch profound issues and contented 
themselves instead with raising traditional subjects related 
to the rights of the child that often foil to stay abreast of 
developments in this important field. Having hosted this 
conference in the first place, Jordan is in a nmqae position 
to add to the already well known and appreciated dfmen- 
sions related to children by highlighting new ominous trends 
in the world, including trafficking in children for organ 
transplants that UNICEF reftises to acknowledge till now as 
a growing problem. This is not to mention also the tragic 
problem of trafficking in children for prostitution purposes 
that has hardly earned any recognition by UNICEF which is 
presumably concerned with the overall interests and welfare 
of children. Much has to be done in these fields, and Jordan 
and UNICEF should be in the forefront of those who mist 
do something about them. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Tuesday commented on the King's address 
to the first national conference for children, opened in Amman 
Monday, reiterating his words about the need for care and 
protection to the children who are the men and women of the 
future. Despite the enormous challenges lacing the country, and 
despite many odds, Jordan was successful in going a long way 
towards meeting the needs of its children and providing care and 
protection, said the paper. King Hussein has been instrumental, 
through his constant directives to the government regarding 
health care and education services needed for the young 
generation, in helping his countrymen to achieve a high level of 
care and to provide for the children, said the daily. It said that 
Jordan's successes in the field of caring for children have set a 
good example for other countries in the Third World with the 
infant mortality rates dropping from 151 to 37 per thousand over 
the past three decades. The paper said that the fact that 87 pei 
cent of Jordan's children now receive health care, since the start 
of the decade, reflects the country’s ongoing endeavours to meet 
the calls of the United Nations and the World Summit for 
Children about protection and survival of children. Caring for the 
young is a very essential and sensitive task for the nation, and it is 
a national responsibility for all citizens, said the paper. The paper 
added that Jordan’s leadership realises the need to pave the way 
for a brighter future for its people and it is doing all in its power to 
help achieve this important goal. 

A columnist in Sawt Al Shaab daily called on Jordanians and the 
Arabs at large to boycott American goods for as long as 
Washington remains hostile to the Arab Nation and imposes its 
embargo on Iraq. Ahmad Dtuban said that the previous calls for 
boycotting American products went unheeded; be was repeating a 
call for such a boycott as a reprisal against the United States which 
is allied to Israel, the common enemy of the Arab World. The 
writer said that some people bad regrettably found justifications 
for continuing to deal with the American businesses, and it is sad 
to see others following suit. As long as the starving of Iraqi people 
continues, Arabs have a national responsibility of fighting the 
Americans by all available means and through trade in particular, 
said the writer. The Americans are now imposing a blockade on 
Libya and tomon-ow they might clamp sanctions on other Arab 
states, and therefore, there is an urgent need for the Arab 
countries to heed such warnings and take proper steps to stem 
A ^ en f 5 aggression, the writer demanded. The Arabs will not 
suffer from boycotting American goods since the world is full of 
substitute products of better quality and they can turn to 
European, Japanese and Asian goods in order to punish the 
United States for its hostile stand, the writer repeated. He said 
that people who are deceived by the Americans and their social 
and economic system should take a lesson from the black 
rebellion in Los Angeles and other cities, which reflected the 
soaal injustice and the inequality that prevails in the Ame ric an 
society and the abuse of human rights by the U.S. administra- 
tion's practices. 
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By Dr. AbdaBa MaHri 


Libya and lessons of political economy 


The sanctions imposed recently on Libya and earlier on Iraq raise 
some interesting questions for the students of political economy. 
International economics is used to subdue certain countries and 
extract political concessions. 

The main, but not only, instrument of international economic is 
international trade. The volume of a country’s external trade is 
the best measure of its economic dependency: the greater the 
former the greater the latter. In this particular context, exports 
deepen the dependence of a country on the rest of the world as 
much as imports do. This is most clear in the case of one- 
commodity export countries such as oil, where shutting the export 
tap leads to the throttling of the domestic economy. The case of 
imports is self-evident in this respect. 

Now free international trade promotes specialisation and 
division of labour on the world level. It tends to maximise the 
volume of world exports which are identical with world imports. 
In purely economic terms, tins is a blessing because it entails more 
efficient use of world economic resources: it enhances the 
productivity of the world economy, and thereby world welfare but 
not necessarily die distribution of welfare. 

In political terms, however, free international trade tells a very 
different story amply because it exacerbates the economic 
dependency of the countries of the world, and ultimately 
aggravates their political vulnerability, to the benefit of great 


poweis- _ t 

It is therefore no oamddence that these powers are the greatest 
zealots of international free trade because the whole system of 
free trade works ultimate ly in their favour. Such powers can not 
themselves be vulnerable to any parties or countries but others 
are vulnerable to them. Neither is it a coincidence that the 
greatest great power, namely the United States of America, is at 
the same time the greatest advocate, guardian and godfather of 
free trade which, is being enforced by IMF worldwide, under the 
banner and pretext of the so-called economic adjustment prog- 
rammes. 

Under free trade, every trading country adopts policies aimed 
at producing goods (and services) in winch it enjoys comparative 
and absolute advantages and endeavours to produce as much as is 
warranted not only by domestic uses but also by external demand 
(exports). It leaves to other countries to supply it with other goods 
(and services) in the production of which they have an advantage. 
One inevitable result is that this country, and, for that matter, any 
other country which is a party to free trade, gives top priority to 
export industries and export promotion in order to generate the 
foreign exchange necessary to pay for its imports. Actually, 
heavily export-oriented policies are a distinct characteristic 
feature of countries adopting free trade systems. 


Import substitution is the policy which bolsters economic 
self-dependency. It leads to the diversification of domestic 
production ca pab i lities and is mainly and firstly addressed to 
domestic demand. Whether by accident or design, but most 
probably by design, import substitution Iras been relegated to an 
inferior rote in economic growth and adjustment models devised 
or sponsored by IMF. As the culture of the IMF sweeps across 
national borders and dominates minds and official institutions, 
tariff w alk crumble down, domestic markets are flooded with 
foreign goods, national enterprises are calmly uprooted- and 
export fever grips economic policy under various vereions of 
theorisation. 

However, import substitution and export policies are not and 
should not be mutually exclusive policies. It is only a questi on of 
which comes first and which comes second. In developed 
coun tries »nd particularly highly industrialised countries, it might 
be legi tima te to accord top priority to export promotion. In 
developing countries aspiring at or caring for eaha nang their 
econo mic seif-dependency, import substitution must assume the 
first place and must not be foolishly sacrified in favour of export 
promotion. The experience of Libya and Iraq provides a living 
example of tire lesson of both history and political economy m this 
regard. 


Centrist Democrats struggle with 
traditional party views on race 


By JOi Lawrence 

The Associated Press 


NEW ORLEANS — Bill Clinton 
and tiie Democratic Leadership 
Council (DLC) have tried to 
break free of party stereotypes on 
everything from labour relations 
to foreign affairs. But their big- 
gest challenge may be yet to 
come. 

That challenge is to convince 
white voters that when racial ten- 
sions explode in the inner city, 
they needn’t flee in apprehension 
to the Republican fold. 

As news of rioting engulfed the 
council's annual meeting, leaders 
of the centrist group criticised the 
way both bleeding-heart Demo- 
crats and law-and-order Republi- 
cans have bandied race issues and 
groped for a different approach. 

The process was vintage DLC: 
Find flaws in both camps, borrow 


elements from both, add a pinch 
of innovation, and end up m the 
middle. 

Thus council officers pitched . 
their plan for beat-oriented com- * 
m unity policing — law and order 
with a twist of compassion. And 
they talked of a national police 
training corps — another govern- 
ment programme to be funded, 
true, but who could object to 
spending more on law and order? 

Mr. Clinton took the exercise 
to a whole new level in his Satur- 
day speech — adding gun control, 
stiffer child support laws and 
national service to the mix — 
along wth reassurances that he 
understands the race-rooted fears 
of the white middle-class. 

In typical fashion, Mr. Clinton 
laid out the problem from both 
sides of the racial divide, “whites 
too often think crime wears a 
black face,” he said. “Blacks fear 


that too often violence has a 
black face and no one cares.’* 

IBs bottom line: “We should 
be afraid ... but we must face our 
fears and stop running from 
them.” 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


It is a fine-tuned political mes- 
sage, but even so the timing of 
the Los Angeles violence could 
be awkward for the Democrats. 
Images of inner-city turmoil are 
not likely to help draw back 
voters they desperately need in 
November. 

“This is not a level playing field 
for Bill Clinton,” said analyst 
Stuart Rothenberg;. “Anytime 
there is random violence, fires. 


looting, the situation is just right that has dogge 
for helping tire Republicans be- They found 
canse it scares the living daylights * ' 

out of white suburbanites.” 

Even with Mr. Clinton's special 
appeals, Mr. Rothenberg said, a 
single election cycle may not be 
long enough to overcome 25 
years of Democratic identifica- 
tion with minority causes that 
caused some whites to desert the 
party in the first place. 

The DLC has been in the fore- 
front of trying to abandon that 
identification, even to the point 
of alienating some blacks with a 
statement of support for equal 
opportunity but “not equal out- 
comes." The 3.000-member 
group has few black meembers. 

Last weekend, however, Mr. 

Clinton and the council dwelled 
on unifying themes that carefully 
sidestepped any hint of the soft- 
on -crime, big-spender reputation 


that has dogged their party. 

They found common ground 
mostly in what Connecticut Sen. 
Joseph Liebennan called “the 
American people's concern for 
security, whether it be from ene- 
mies abroad or from criminals at 
home. And that means a belief in 
the rule of law.” 

Black Americans “want police 
protection,” said Georgia Rep. 
John Lewis “a great deal of the 
crime that occurs is within the 
African-American community. 
They’re the victims.” 

Ron Brown, the Democratic 
Party chairman, sounded the 
same themes and said the vio- 
lence might make it easier for his 
party to point out shortcomings in 
Mr. Bush's urban policy, or lack 
of one. “Hopefully the American 
people will get focused on how 
bad the promem is,” Mr. Brown 
said. 


i ■ 




Democrats say it’s possible that . ,'J '«■ 
unless there's a major effort by 
the black community to keep 
them alive come election time, 
the fears and frustrations that 
gripped the nation last week win v . .... 
recede. J'. 

“The polls show that the race 7 ‘.L. 
issue is not one that the majority :: ;; . . 
of voters want to focu&on in this . . . 
election,” pollster Daniel Yank- ■ 77 . 
eioviefa said during the confer- -j r J. , 
ence. “It won’t go away, but it :; ‘ 
won't be the dominant factor in ' , 
the election. The country wants sz"'* 
to, focus on the economy.*' 

But he acknowledged the M _ 
Democrats could face trouble r 
ahead if the Republicans try to ' 

make the election turn on which 
party can be better trusted to ~v: - 
enforce law and order. That 
issue, he said with dry understate- C,-, . ■. 
ment, “has not been a Democra- . 

tic strength.” I." . . 


Juror breaks ‘omerta- 
after controversial trial 

LA jury didn ’t believe 
race was factor in beating 


By Sheryl Stolberg 
Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES — In the end, 
the now-famous videotape — 81 
seconds of footage that shocked 
the world with his grainy images 
of a prone, seemingly defenseless 
Rodney G. King being dubbed 
by Los Angeles Police officers — 
didn’t matter. 

Instead, it was what Mr. King 
did before the camera started 
rolling that prompted the jury to 
return verdicts of not guilty in the 
celebrated trial of Officers Laur- 
ence Powell, Theodore Briseno, 
Timothy Wind and' their 
sergeant, Stacey Koon. 

“I know die film was horrible, 
but there’s a lot more to it than 
the film, and a lot more to it than 
the small pieces of film that were 
shown on TV,” said one juror 
interviewed by the Los Angeles 
Times. “The film does not show 
all of the things that went on 
before.” 


The jury’s verdict proved to be 
a resounding endorsement of the 
police officers’ conduct. The 
juror — who spoke out despite a 
pact reached by the jurors that 
they would not talk to the media 
— said the panel made the only 
decision it could have, based on 
the evidence presented. There 
was 00 wavering, and no discus- 
sion of reasonable doubt. 

The jury believed that if Mr. 
King had complied with orders 
from the police as they tried to 
arrest him, the beating would 
never have occurred. 

“He refused to get out of the 
car,” said the juror, who asked 
not to be named. “His two com- 
panions got out of the car and 
complied with all the orders and 
be just continued to fight. So the 
police department had no 
alternative. He was obviously a 
dangerous person, massive size 
and threatening actions ... Mr. 
King was controlling the whole 
show with his actions.” 


The prosecution’s decision not 
to pat Mr. King on the witness 
stand may have hurt its case, the 
juror said, because Mr. King was 
not able to explain his actions. “I 
wonder, could he have been a 
help to the case? Maybe he could 
have offered us some insight as to 
what bis thinking was,” he said. 
• The juror said that the panel 
found the officers' testimony 
credible. Jurors did not believe 
race was a factor iu die beating — 
if it had been, the juror said, Mr. 
King's companions would have 
been beaten. Jurors also felt that 
the officers acted within the scope 
of police department regulations, 
and that the injuries to Mr. King’s 
head occurred as be fell to the 
ground, not— as the prosecution 
asserted — from the beating be 
received. 

As for the officers, the juror 
said, they were justifiably in fear 
as they attempted to arrest Mr. 
King. 

“They’re policemen, they’re 




fltmmaker JotmSinglctoa, tfircctor of ‘BoyzNThe four LA police officers in the Rodney King assault 

Hood’, the movie about gang violence in Los case 
Angeles, expresses his anger over the acquittal of 


not angels,” the juror said, tions were exhausting. The seven 
“They’re out there to do a low men and five women — none of 
down dirty job.” them black — had been thrown 

For the jurors, the delibera- together in their task after a 


painstaking, month-long process 
of jury selection in which 248 
other Ventura County residents 
ere eliminated. 


Turbulent week changes West African political map 


By GUI Tudor 

Reuter 

ABIDJAN — In a single turbu- 
lent week West Africa has lost 
one president, gained another 
and reelected a third — all in the 
name of Western-style demo- 
cracy. 

Sierra Leone's President 
Joseph Momoh has toppled by a 
coup, Alpha Oumar Konare won 
Mali's first free presidential elec- 
tion and President Dawda Jawara 
was returned to office in Gambia. 

Another West African nation, 
Ghana, opted for multi-party 
politics and hopes rose of an end 
to Liberia's festering and bloody 
civil war. 

Not a bad week, perhaps, re- 
flecting the continent's rush to 
end decades of autocratic rule 
and embrace multi-party politics. 

But many people fear Thurs- 
day’s military coup in Sierra 
Leone, which sent Mr. Momoh 
scurrying to neighbouring 
Guinea, may do nothing more 
than install another authoritarian 
regime under the guise of speed- 
ing up democracy. 

“We are going to practise 
democracy very soon ... (but) I 


cannot say how soon is very 
soon,” a member of the newly- 
formed National Provisional Rul- 
ing Council (NPRC), Colonel 
Sandy Jumu, told British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC) radio. 

Mr. Momoh, under pressure 
for political reform, bad prom- 
ised presidential elections by 
November but no dates bad been 
set 

The new authorities have said 
their first priority is to end a 
simmering guerrilla war in the 
southeast of the impoverished 
country, where local dissidents 
and Liberian rebels invaded from 
Liberia in March 1991. 

“They say they’ll restore demo- 
cracy but HI believe it when I see 
ft,” one cautions Siena Leonean 
said. “When the army gets into 
power in Africa they seldom want 
to let go.” 

Cynical observers note the 
“provisional” tag in the NPRCs 
.name and draw a wry parallel 
with Ghana’s provisional Nation- 
al Defence Council (PNDC), 
which has kept an 11 -year grip on 
power. 

Last week saw the beginning of 
the end of the FNDCs monopo- 


ly, however, when Ghanaians 
approved a new constitution to 
end a ban on party politics and 
hold elections by year’s end. 

Optimists like to compare Sier- 
ra Leone with Mali, which chose 
Mr. Konare as its first freely 
elected president last Sunday. 

The elections were the climax 
of a 13-month transition to mufti- 
party rule in the huge, arid na- 
tion, where an army coup in 
March 1991 set the seal on a mass 
uprising against former leader 
Moussa Traore. 

Diplomats see Mali’s change to 
multi-party rule as one of Africa's 
most successful although some 
local critics fear the dominance of 
Mr. Konare’s Adema Party, 
which was a two-thirds majority 
in parliament, may be unhealthy 
in a young democracy. 

An older democracy, Gambia, 
voted in presidential and par- 
liamentary polls on Wednesday 
which returned veteran President 
Sir Dawda Jawara with a 58.4 per 
cent vote but cut his party’s show- 
ing from 31 to 25 seats in the 
36-seat parliament. 

The former British protecto- 
rate, a tiny sliver of land jutting 


into Senegal, has been one of 
Africa’s few functioning multi- 
party democracies since it gained 
independence In 1965. 

In battered Liberia, hopes of 
an end to more than two years of 
civil war got a boost when rebel 
leader Charles Taylor appeared 
to drop objections to letting West 
African peacekeeping forces en- 
ter his territory as called for in 
peace accords. 

The peacekeeping force, ECO- 
MOG, started deploying in Mr. 
Taylor's zone on Thursday with a 
mandate to disarm his fighters 
and set up a buffer zone along the 
border with Sierra Leone to block 
attacks by the anti-Taylor militia, 
UUMO. 

A further bit of the elusive 
peace jigsaw seemed to fall into 
place when UUMO (the United 
Liberation Movement of Liberia 
for Democracy) pledged for the 
firt time to respect the peace 
‘accords and cooperate with 
ECOMOG. 

Africa's multi-party train' chugs 
on. On Sunday, die Central Afri- 
can state of Congo was voting m 
free elections dosing 28 years 'of 
one-party role. . 
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Seminars shed light on ICRC humanitarian activities 
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By lima Nabed 

He Internationa] Co mmitt e e of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) has be- 
come an almost household name 
intei n a tiona ll y , but very fittle in- 
sight into its workings is a vailable 
to th e avera ge citizen. Offering* 
such information and awareness' 
of what die international agency 
stands for is the objective of three 
days of seminars and of a two- 
week exhibition to be held in 
Amman from May 9 to 21. Twen- 
ty months after die Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait and 13 months after 
the war that reversed die Iraqi 
move, dm situation on the ground 
m terms of h umanita ria n pw>A; 
remains very mnch of an 



Michel Ducraux 


emergency scale. One of the lead- 
ing international agencies in- 
volved in attending respect and 
protection to the victims of the 
conflict is the ICRC. 

If anything, the Golf war and 
the subsequent conflicts in the 
"north and sooth of Iraq added to 
the responsibilities of me ICRC, 
which traces bade its roots in the 
■Middle East to 25 years. 

“Our mission, whether in die 
Middle East or anywhere else, is 
to ensure that the international 
humanitarian norms related td 
armed conflict, particularly the* 
Geneva conventions of 1949, are 
implemented and that die dvi- 


fians, the war wounded and pris- 
oners of war arc protected and 
respected ” said Michel Ducraux, 
head of the ICRC delegation in 
Amman. 

It is in das vein that the ICRC is 
equally looking for the protection 
and respect of the Palestinians 
living under Israeli occupation 
and the refugees from the Gulf- 
war through extending humanita- 
rian to them without 

adopting a political position, he 
saRL 

“As a matter of fact, the 
ICRC. in coooeration with the 
Jordan^ National Red Crescent 
Society^ was able to settle a tran- 


sit camp in Azraq, where more 
than one hundred thousand eva- 
cuees were accommodated and 
roasted during the months of 
crisis, in 1990,” added Mr. Dec- 
ranx. 

The Gulf war actually 
heavily to the burdens of the Red 

Cross. In the Gulf theatre, the 
all-Swiss agency was already in- 
volved in the repatriation of pris- 
oners-of-war (PoWs) after the 
1980-88 Iran-Iraq war when the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis brought about 
the issue of tens of thousands of 
other FoWs. 

In VkStioa, the ICRC strives 
to ensure that international laws 
are respected in the treatment of 


Iraq asks for human rights meeting on U.S. rioting Israeli soldiers 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Turning the tables on the United 
States, Iraq asked Monday for an 
emergency Security Council 
meeting to condemn the violation 
of human rights in the Los 
Angeles riots. 

The Iraqi move comes about a 
year after the United States, 
France and Britain pushed the 
council to abandon its longstand- 
ing hands-off policy on the inter- 


nal matters of nations in what was 
' said to be a bid to protect Iraq’s 
Kurdish minority. 

Iraq's second-ranking U.N. 
official. Charge d* Affaires Samir 
AI Nima, said Iraq amply wants 
the Security Council to examine 
the violation of rights in Los 
Angeles and the violence in the 
same way that the United States 
takes an interest in the welfare of 
minorities in other nations. 


Rockets kill 40 in Kabul 


(C uatiaug d from page 1) 


Mr.* Hekmatyar continues to 
demand the removal from Kabul 
of Uzbek and Tajik-speaking 
militia forces who bore the brant 
of fierce fighting against Hezb 
fighters inside Kabul last week. 

But Mr. Karyab said Hezb-i- 
Islami was now prepared to 
accept that Mr. Mojaddidi should 
rule for two months before hand- 
ing over the government to 
another guerrilla leader, Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani, whose mam 
field commander Masood is cre- 
dited with sp a rk in g the collapse 
of the former government. 

Previously Mr. Hekmatyar had 
been demanding that the complex 
formula for transferring power 
from the old Soviet-installed gov- 
ernment to the Mujahedeen 
should be cut short. 

“We will definitely change our 
position if. it’s in the interests of 
Islam and the interests of the 
nation. Otherwise we are com- 
mitted to drive out those that, 
endanger security,” Mr. Karyab 
said in r efere n ce to the militia- 
men. 

“Those that we do not need in 
Kabul and who destroy security 
and endanger peace must be 
driven out. These are die militia 
forces.” 

Militia firing from three tanks 
from the top of martyr’s hill in the 
city said their comrades had been 


Algeria press ahead with trials 


(Ctiuttared. from page 1) 

It has also told the FLN, which 
ruled a one-party Algeria for 
nearly 30 years, in a statement on 
Monday qigbt that it has no right 
to printing equipment and stocks, 
used -to produce its newspapers, 
Bl Moudjahid and Arabic- 
language Ech Chaab. 

The FLN lost its monopoly on 
power under reform introduced 
by former President Cbadfi Ben- 
jedid after which around 60 poli- 


tical parties were formed. 

New authorities who took con- 
trol after Mr. Benjecfid quit in 
January have listed property trans- 
ferred from the state to the political 
parties, wife a view to recovering it. 

All state property used by the 
now-banned FES has been reco- 
vered, a government statement 
said, but the FLN still had its 
bands on 90 per cent of the state 
assets held by all the parties, 
including 2,728 vehicles. 


Mr. Nona's brief letter 
that the Security Council “is re- 
quired to discuss the Moody 
events in Los Angeles and'otfaer 
cities.” 

The letter did not go -into detail 
cm the situation in £ps Angeles, 
where at least 58 people died in 
riots following the acquittal of 
four white policemen on charges 
of beating Made motorist Rodney 


It called on the council to 
investigate the “suffering of civi- 
lians” and accused the United 
States of violating the interna- 
tional convention on human 
rights and the U.N. Charter be- 
cause it “relies on re p re s si on.” 

The request is unlikely to go 
very for. 


Los Angeles remains calm 


sent up the steep, bare hilk south 
‘of Kabul on Tuesday to rftyfodge 
Hezb men who had taken posi- 
tions overlooking the capital. 

Humes of smoke and flames 
could be seen in the villages 
huddling at the base of the bilk 
where they had been hit by gov- 
ernment artillery. 

“Our forces have now started 
an operation to push the Hezb 
forces off the hills and back into 
Logar (province),” said General 
Abdul Haq Uloonri, a senior 
army general who has joined 
forces with the new Islamic gov- 
ernment, said at Kabul garrison 
headquarters. 

Government officials said on 
Monday they believed Mr. Hek- 
matyar was trying to beef up his 
forces around die southern edge 
of Kabul and to move some of 
them to new positions threaten- 
ing the eastern approaches. 

IBs armed opposition appears 
to have forced a change of politic- 
al course in the Afghan govern- 
ment. 

The presence in Kabul of five 
more guerrilla leaders who ar- 
rived on Monday wffl bolster Mr. 
Mojatkfidi in the short term. 

But the tensions within the 
rating coalition that bedevilled 
the guerrilla alliance when they 
were in exile in Peshawar might 
now resurface. 


(Continued oa page 5) 

The group’s spokeswoman, 
Madeline Jams, accused the U.S. 
Im m i g r a tion and Naturalisation 
Service (INS) of rounding up 
people simply because they 
looked like they might be illegal 
aliens. 

“What we -want to do now Is 
calm the situation, and the worst 
thing they can do now is to send 
INS agents to arrest people willy- 
nilly,” she said. 

Shots were fired Tuesday at 
National Guard troops from a car 
at a south central intersection and 
at a mall in suburban Culver city 
early Tuesday. No one was hurt 
and troops did not r et urn fire, 
said Marine Warrant Officer 
Hartman Slate. 

’The troops bear shots occa- 
sionally, but unless the rounds 
are neftby they don’t report it 
anymore,” Mr. Slate said. “This 
has been an incredibly boring 
nigfrt — which is great.” 

“I feel good about today and I 


Katyushas 

(Continued from page 1) 

Amnesty said on Monday pris- 
oners at Khiam, winch lies in tbe 
Israeli enclave, were tortured and 
beaten with electric cables. 

The London-based human 
rights watchdog said although 
Khiam was staffed by tbe SLA. 
evidence showed that Israeli offi- 
cials were involved in interroga- 
tion and torture at least until 1968. 
and continued to play a supervis- 
ory role. 

Amnesty said about 200 de- 
tainees were held at Khiam. 

Gen. Labd said he had frozen 
prisoner releases from Khiam be- 
cause there was no response to 
his “goodwill gestures’* by 
Lebanese groups holding six mis- 
sing Israeli soldiers and eight 
SLA nnhtiamen or their remains. 

He said he would let the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cros$ have access to Khiam if the 
captors allowed similar visits to 
the missing Israeli and SLA mm. 


hope that all of us can sense that 
feeling that things are coming 
back into tine again,” Mayor 
Tom Bradley said Monday. 

Motorists cruised sunset boule- 
vard, past tbe open-for-busmess 
Coconut Teaszer and Rainbow 
Club nightclubs and the laugh 
factory. Spago’s was filled with 
diners, and the Rage dub was 
jammed, its music blaring. 

Theatre Marquees were lit and 
pederstrian and street traffic was 
dose to its weekrtigbt normal in 
the trendy Westood district, 
which was struck by looting last 
week. Merchants welcomed 
evening shoppers. 

“It’s a tittle slower than usual, 
but it’s not that bad,” said Lisa 
Magji ao, manager of a foot lock- 
er store looted last week. A sign 
in the window read, “No receipt,- 
do exchange .” ! 

Tbe sense of normalcy was 
constricted by the 7,100 national 
guardsmen, marines and police" 
on patrol. 

President George Bush, under 
fire for his response to the riots, 
will fly there a day earlier than 
scheduled to discuss reconstruc- 
tion plans, the White House said 
on Tuesday. 


Dome 


(Continued from page 1) 

In tbe 1980s, the holy shrines 
retained a great deal of damage, 
partly from natural causes affect- 
ing then; structure which called 
for measures to be taken for 
restoration, the minister told Jor- 
dan Television. 

He said that a special commit- 
tee has been busy working on 
plans for the restoration work. 
This co mmi ttee, formed in tbe 
1950s, is co ntinuin g its work and 
efforts to provide protection to 
die. holy shrines, the minister 
said. 

The minister said restoring the 
holy places is considered by Jor- 
dan as a national and religious 
duty and the Jordanian govern- 
ment is determined to finance the 
work regardless of cost. 


(Costumed ou page 5) 

Hundreds of residents of the 
town of Deir AI Balah took to tbe 
streets hours after the army 
arrested three local activists, the 
army said. 

Soldiers opened fire to dispere 
the crowd, the spokesman said. 
R««ain Awad, 17, was killed 
when a bullet ricocheted from tbe 
ground and hit him in the chest. 

Earlier on Monday shots were 
fired at tbe commander of Israeli 
police in the Gaza Strip while he 
was driving through the area, the . 
army said. No one was hurt and 
the army arrested several Palesti- 
nians. 

In another development, four 
members of tbe anti- Arab Kadi 
movement tried to attack Palesti- 
nian leader Faisal Hussein in a 
Jerusalem court Tuesday where 
be was to testify about a previous 
attack, police said. 

Potire prevented tbe four Kacb 
activists from reaching Mr. Hus- 
seini as be entered tbe cour- 
troom, police said. 

Three of tbe attackers were 
detained for questioning and the 
fourth was freed since he is a 
minor, police said. 

Mr. Husseini, an advisor to the 
Palestinian delegation to the Mid- 
dle East peace talks, was in the 
court to testify against a Kach 
activist charged with attacking' 
him a year ago. Tbe suspect in 
last year's attack was not among 
those involved in Tuesday’s inci- 
dent. 


Multilaterals 

(Continued from page 1) 

which will focus on specific 
topics, and has appointed three 
former ministers and two other 
e x perts to head tbe Jordanian 
teams to the working committees. 

Dr. Jawad Anani, former 
minister of trade and economy, 
and a delegate to the bilateral 
peace talks, will head the delega- 
tion to the refugees committe. 
Water expert Munther Haddadin 
wifi lead the delegation to the 
working group on water and Anis 
Muasher, former minister of 
transport and finance, and presi- 
dent of the Royal Sodetyfor the 
Conservation of Nature (RSCN), 
wfll bead the delegation to the 
environment committee. The de- 
legation to tbe economic develop- 
ment group will be led by Fayez 
Tarawneb, a former minister and 
also a member in tbe Jordanian 
delegation to tbe bilateral nego- 
tiations. Tbe Jordanian team to 
the regional security and arma- 
ment committee wfll be led by 
Dr. Abdullah Toukan, secretary- 
general of tiie Higher Council for 
Science and Technology. 


PoWs and other detainees by any 
party, whether Iraq, Iran, 
Kuwait, Saadi Arabia or anyone 
else, said Mr. Dncraux. 

ICRC also attends the trial of 
alleged collaborators with Iraq in 
Kuwait as “according to the 
Geneva conventions those people 
shonkl benefldate of a fair trial; 
that is a fact of the protection and 
respect foreseen by the interna- 
tional law.” Mr. Dncraux fold AI 

Ra'i and the Jordan Times. “Our 
m»m concern is to ensure that the 
detainees are treated fairly.” he 
added. 

Within Iraq, the ICRC main- 
tains presence in several areas 
extending assistance to the war- 
crippled nation through medical 
•services and supply of essential 

drugs and drinking water. The 
Red Cross makes no distinction 
betwen Iraqis, whether they are 
suffering from the effects of the 
war or from the internal rebel- 
lions; it offers equal assistance, 
according to Mr. Ducraux. 

“We work on three different 
levels,” he said. “We help the 
civilians who are out of the game 
defenceless; we care for the 
wounded in the war because the 
moment a fighter is wounded he 
is no longer an active fighter, and 
prisoners of war as well as other 
detainees. 


“Protecting these three cate- 
gories shows why we want to be 
confidential in Our work,” be 
said. “It is the only way to reach 
the authorities and to deal with 
them with a view to getting re- 
spect and protection for the con- 
cerned,” Mr. Ducraux added. 

In view of the political sensiti- 
vities of the issues involved, tbe 
ICRC official declined to go into 
any length to discuss ICRC rela- 
tions with the various govern- 
ments in tbe region. But, be 
affirmed, wherever the. ICRC 
finds any potential violation of 
the Geneva conventions it steps 
in with the objective of seeking to 
redress the situation. 

The ICRC and Israel have 
been at odds for long over the 
Fourth Geneva Convention. 
Israel asserts tbat it had only 
seized “occupied" territory by 
Jordan and Egypt when it cap- 
tured the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in 1967 and therefore the 
Geneva convention is not applic- 
able. The ICRC rejects this argu- 
ment and says that the conven- 
tion applied in its full sense and 
meaning regardless of what the 
occupying power has to say. 

The ICRC, which maintains 
presence in all countries in the 
region, runs a “tracing agency” to 
locate people displaced in con- 


flicts. This operation is one of the 
missions that made ICRC reap 
international acclaim. The system 
enables family members to hear 
from or of their loved ones and 
communicate with them. 

There have indeed been cases 
when the ICRC was the one to 
break the news of death to family 
members, particularly in post-war 
Kuwait, when very little informa- 
tion was available to tbe outside 
world immediately after the li- 
beration of the emirate. 

At the same time, the concern 
expressed by the ICRC in locat- 
ing missing people, whether 
alive, in prison or m hospital, 
constantly stresses on protection 
and respect of detainees' held by 
the parties involved, internation- 
al agency officials say. 

The ICRC visited and repatri- 
ated allied civilians and PoWs, 
waiting and assisting membeis of 
the Iraqi armed forces captured 
and held by the Kurds. 

Mr. Ducraux added: “Between 

March 4, 1991, and March 22, 
1992, the ICRC repatriated 7.D29 
people, 4,304 prisoners of war, 
2,177 civilian internees and 548 
civilians to various countries. 
Also the ICRC organised numer- 
ous handovers of nrifitaiy person- 
nel and acted as a neutral in- 
termediary between the Iraqi 
government and the parties of the 
Kurdistan pront.”' 
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF 

HJU. QUEEN NOOK AI. HUSSEIN 

HOTEL 

INTER* CONTINENTAL 

^JORTOW 

& 

THE FRENCH CULTURAL CENTER 

PRESENTS 

THE FRENCH CULTUm WEEK 
9-17 MAY 1992 

* GALA DINNER & FASHION SHOW SATURDAY 9 MAY 
J.D. 50.000 INCLUSIVE 

* TEA PARTY & FASHION SHOW SUNDAY 10 MAY 
JD 15.000 INCLUSIVE 

• DAILY DINNER BUFFET SUNDAY 10 MAY - SUNDAY 17 MAY 

THE FAMOUS JAZZ PIANIST, PHILIPPE CARMENT, 

WILL BE-PERFORMING THROUGHOUT THE WEEK 

J.D. 22.000 + 10% GOVT TAX 

. FOR RESERVATION PLEASE CALL 

11^ 641361 EXT 2239 OR 2141 ~ 



nap 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, A» FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS ■ 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAMAR&SONS 

WJEL. 60*676 604696 ^ 
VX5>Sw P.O.BOX 7806 



1 CROWN 

§ INTT EST, 

» Packing, shipping, 

S forwarding, storage, 
m clearing, door-to-door 
£ service 

^Aji^e^nc^nc^ 

■ Tel: 664090 

I Fax: 690852 

RP.O.80X 929467 Amman 


r Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, pfeese 
■ call ' 

Abdoun Real 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gee- ■ 

• JUMBO pirate 

•b* 30% lar ger 


Fret •«/«r*e- 

mt 20 x 30 'em 



reL 810605, 018 
Oil 


Shmejsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 . 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 

* |OQ(^00| 

Saadi Real Estate 
687821/22 


ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED IN: 

TRAVEL- TOURISM - 
PACKING - CARGO 


TeL $87586/624208 
FAX 862.6^ 610188 
Kfos Hussain Street- Amman 



UB GORE FGB ETCH STE7EES 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN — 

* Kais Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 
4 Shoes repair ☆ Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

☆ Upbolstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
626163 j 
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The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 



Open daily 12.-00-3;30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

TeL 939998 


elegant 
colorful atmospf 

moderate price? 


/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street; Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbsquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our- 
* specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight / 


CpCpQpClD 

MANDARIN RESTAURANT] 


SUM abuse (Ms 

| Opca VkX&X A 6M-J1J0 ifafrj 


Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

[TeL tt1t22, Amman j > 


iatt Tested yVf' 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room.-! 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. BOX 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

* 

Qpen daily 
UM-15M& 1S3Q-23-J9 

Tel: 03-314415 
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Sports 


Rittner, Gildemeister fall in Rome 


ROME (AP) — Italy's Flora 
Perfetti scored the second npset 
of the Italian Open, eliminating 
15th seeded Barbara Rittner of 
Germany in straight sets Tues- 
day. 

Perfetti’s 6-2, 6-2 victory was 
the second ouster of a seed in the 
$550,000 day court classic, and 
both have ben the work of Ita- 
lians. 

In a baseline battle Perfetti was 
as consistent as Rittner was error- 
prone. The Italian lived up to her 
name and seemed nearly perfect. 

Perfetti went into the match 
ranked 214th in the world and 
was considered a shot against the 
28thi ranked Rittner. 

Italy has long awaited a 


women's winner. On opening day 
Monday. Linda Ferrando gave 
the home crowd something to 
cfaeer about with a two-set victory 
over 11th seeded Laura Gil- 
demeister of Peru. 

In a second-round match Tues- 
day, 10th seeded Leila Meskhi of 
Georgia had little trouble against 
Japan's Maya Kidowaki, winning 
6 - 2 . 

Natalia Zvereva, who won her 
first round match here Monday, 
has known the ups and downs of 
the tennis tour. 


As a teenager, Zvereva seemed 
certain to become a star of the 
women's game. Now, at 21, she’s 
not so sure. 


After a crushing defeat at die 
bands of Steffi Graf in die final of 
the French Open in 1988 and a 
bitter fight with Soviet tennis 
brass over her prize money, she's 
tumbled from sixth in the world 
to 30th. 

Td like to get back there 
where I was before, but you can 
never be 100 per emit sure it wQi 
happen,” said the 14th -seeded 
Zvereva after struggling Monday 
to a three-set victory over Ann 
Grosman of die United States in 
die opening round. 

The $550,000 day court classic 
moves into high gear Tuesday 
with the top seeds going into 
action after a first-round bye. 


Top-seeded Monica Seles, the 
world’s No. 1-ranked player, 
drew Italy’s Natalia Baudooe in a 
night match on the Foro Itatico 
Centre court. 

Also posting first-round victor- 
ies were ninth-seeded Helena 
Sukova of Czechoslovakia, No. 
10 Leila Meskhi of Georgia, No. 
12 Radka Zrubakova of Czechos- 
lovakia, No. 13 Brenda Schultz of 
the Netherlands and No. 16 
Amanda Coetzer of South Afri- 
ca. 

Four unseeded Italians also 
made it into the second round, 
delighting the crowd, which has 
bean looking for years for an 
Italian winner on the women’s 
tour. 


Monaco’s 1st title hopes rest on Rui Barros 


LISBON (R) — Monaco’s hopes 
of winning a first European dub 
trophy for France in Wednesday's 
Cup Winners' Cup final against 
Werder Bremen rest heavily on 
the fitness battle being waged by 
GU Rui Barros. 

The diminutive Portuguese for- 
ward, who has a hairline fracture 
of a bone in his foot, is not just 
his team's most inspirational 
player, he is also a sure-fire 
guarantee of vociferous home 
support for Monaco in the 
120,000-capadty Estado Da Luz. 

The former Juventus player, 
who enjoys a stature at home m 
Portugal proportionally much 
greater than his 1. 59-metre 
frame, said Sunday he had a 
50-50 chance of facing the Ger- 
mans. 

He said he was even prepared 
to have a painkilling injection. “If 
it’s up to me, I will play,” he told 
Reuters. 


Werder, like Monaco playing 
in a European final for the first 
time, reported no injury doubts 
after their 2-2 away draw Friday 
with outgoing German cham- 
pions Kaiserslautern. 

New Zealand striker Wynton 
Rufer, who missed the match 
with a leg injury, should be fit to 
play, dub officials said. 

Monaco, who desperately want 
to end the jinx which has stopped 
France winning a European club 
cup, also have worries about mid- 
fielder Claude Puel, who hurt a 
thigh in a dash with a team mate 
in training Sunday. 

Though the experienced Puel is 
not one of his team’s stars, be is a 
vital cog in the Monaco machine, 
a workhorse who perfectly fits the 
bill as “a players’ player.** 

Monaco trainer Arsene Wen- 
ger rested his entire first team for 
Friday’s 1-1 home draw with 


Ukraine wants CIS states to 
compete for World Cup spot 


MOSCOW (R) — Ukraine wants 
the CIS soccer team to 
disband after next month’s Euro- 
pean Championship finals and its 
1994 World Cup spot to be con- 
tested by the former Soviet re- 
publics. the ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said Monday. 

It said the Ukrainian Federa- 
tion had written to its ' CIS coun- 
terpart and the world governing 
body FIFA proposing that.after 
the European finals in Sweden 
“the CIS football team ceases to 
exist.” 

Member states should* then 
compete for die vacant European 
group 5 place m the qualifying 
series for the next World Cup in 
the United States. 


Romania short of 4 top 
players against Faroes 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania 
will be short of three top defen- 
ders and Italy-based striker Flor- 
in Raducioiu for their World Cup 
qualifier against the Faroe Island 
Wednesday. 

Defender Emil Sandoi of Uni- 
versitatea Craiova and Verona’s 
Raducioiu have pulled out of 
coach Cornel Dinu's squad be- 
cause of injury. 

Red Star Belgrade libero 
Miodrag Belodedid and defender 


Michael Klein of German second 
division Bayer Uerdingen have 
also withdrawn from the Euro- 
pean Group 4 tie. 

“We have big problems in de^ 
fence, because libero Miodrag 
Belodedict also cried off at the 
last moment. I don’t know the 
reasons behind this unexpected 
decision.” Dinu said. 

Bayer, making a final push for 
promotion, would not release 
Klein. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
emi Tnom MkU Swviom. me 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*62 "AK :K542 4AKQJ6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 4 Pass 1 v Pass 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 

hnlrfc 

483 9J9862 08732 462 

Partner opens the bidding' with one 
no trump. What action do you take? 
A. — Your hand is worthless to 
partner at no trump, but at hearts it 

should generate a couple of tricks. 
Bid two hearts, or transfer into that 
contract if those are your methods. 


What do you bid now? 

A. — We admire those who nuh« a 
jump shift of two hearts, but we are 
not sure we could handle the subse- 
quent auction. Our vote goes to the 
admitted underbid of three dia- 
monds. Although that’s not forcing, 
it seldom gets passed. And if it does, 
there's a fair chance that there's no 
game in the hand. 


Q.2- — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4A1063 78 v5 4AKQ8742 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 4 Pass 1 i 1 Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A. — Had we been 6-4 in the black 
suits we would have had no prob- 
lem— we would have rebid one 
spade. Hera, however, we have such 
a splendid seven-card suit that we 
aunt bring ourselves to hide that 
information. We would jump to 
three dubs. 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

466 7J843 0J76 410962 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
1 NT Dbl Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A, — Don't even think of rescuing 
partner from his doable of one no 
trump when you have a flat hand. If 
you run to two of a suit and get 
doubled, trumps will have to be 

drawn and you may be reduced to 
trying for eight tricks at no tramp 
when seven would have given you a 
plus score. Pass, and hope for the 
best 


Q.6— As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 


Q.3— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AKJ6 78 >5 *KJS7642 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 4 Pass 1 v Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A. — Notice the difference in suit 
qualify between this hand and the 
previous one. Rather than rebid two 
clubs and suppress the excellent 
four-card major, we would opt for 
one spade on this bolding. 


4J92 7 AJ8 04 41097662 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
Pass 10 4 4 6 0 

o 

What action do you take? 

A. — You axe certainly going to 
compete with five spades, hut it 
coats you nothing to bid five hearts 
en route— this cannot be a natural 
bid because you passed originally, 
so you cant have the sort of suit you 
would be willing to play at the five- 
level. Knowledge of your heart 
strength and spade support, howev- 
er, will leave partner well placed to 
cope with farther opposition action. 


Montpellier tn die last league 
match of the season as the dub 
contest two finals in quick succes- 
sion. They travel to Paris Sunday 
for the French Cup final against 
either Marseille or second divi- 
sion Bastia. 


If Rui Barros is absent, Mona- 
co trill rely on Liberian striker 
George Weah finding his scoring 
boots again after a relatively 
quiet spell in recent months. 

Werder trainer Otto Rehhagel 
has an experienced squad to all 
on though he will be without 
suspended goalkeeper Oliver 
Reck, who is replaced by Juergen 
Rollmann. 


Nine of the players used in the 
semifinal with Brugge are 
touching 30 or more, inducting 
35-year-old' stoker Klaus Allots, 
who used to play in France at 
Marseille and Bordeaux, and 
powerful Norwegian defender 


Rune Bratseth, who is 31. 

There is a curious similarity 
running through Werder and 
Monaco’s growing reputation as 
forces in European competition. 

Both dubs had dismal records 
until the last five years when 
Werder emerged from obscurity 
to reach the semifinals of the 
UEFA Cup twice and the quar- 
terfinals of the European Cup. 

Monaco, after passing only 
three rounds in their fast 10 
seasons in Europe, reached the 
European Cup last eight in 1989 
and the Cup Winners' Cup semi- 
final the foDowing year. 

But their success in Europe 
does not appear to have impress- 
ed their respective national train- 
ers. Only one of the players in 
Lisbon is likely to make it to next 
month’s European Championship 
in Sweden — Monaco’s young 
stopper Emmanuel Petiti. 


Auriol still leads in Corsica 


Ukraine was for many years a 
pillar of the Soviet national 
team, runners-up in the 1988 
European Championship, and 
Dynamo Kiev alone provided 
nine members of its 22-strong 
squad at the 1990 World Cup in 
Italy. 

It has said it will release its 
players for the last time to repre- 
sent the CIS in Sweden in June. 
The team was in the middle of 
European Championship qual- 
ifying rounds at the time of the 
break-up of the Soviet Union. 

^Ukraine launched its own 
national championship this Spring 
and made its international debut 
in a friendly against' Hungary 
last week, losing 3-1. 


AJACCIO, France (R) — 
Frenchman Didier Auriol was 
closer to a fourth victory in the 
Tour Of Corsica Rally after a 
brilliant display of unbridled driv- 
ing on the island’s narrow moun- 
tain roads. 

At the end of the second day. 
the Lancia driver led compatriot 
Francois Delecour by one minute 
and two seconds. 

Delecour, driving a Ford, 


started the day only two seconds 
behind the leader, but he could 
not match the pace set by Auriol, 
who won eight of Monday’s nine 


It was a feast for French drivers 
on home ground with unheralded 
Philippe Bugalski taking third 
place ahead of Lancia team mate 
Andrea Agnini of Italy, who pre- 
vented Auriol from a sweep of 
the 13 special stages held so far. 


Scotland brings back 
Nevin as Strachan quits 


LONDON (R) — European 
Championship finalists Scotland 
turned to Pat Nevin to fill the 
void left by industrious captain 
Gordon Strachan, who retired 
from international soccer. 


Scotland Manager Andy Rox- 
burgh named Nevin in his sqnad 
for their pre-championship tour 
of North America despite an in- 
different season after a persistent 
back, injury forced Strachan to 
quit. 

The Everton winger was res- 
tricted to a handful of substitute 
appearances during Scotland's 
qualifying campaign for the finals 
in Sweden and has even spent 
part of the season fanned out to 
second division Tranmere. 


replaced him with someone who 
is creative in a wide role. 

“He gives ns an option in that 
area and I think we have mdnded 
several creative players in the 
sqnad in people like paul McStay 
and Gary McAllister.” 

Roxburgh, trying to find a ba- 
lanced side for the finals which 
begin on June 10, also promoted 
three players from the team who 
took Scotland to the semifinals of 
the European Under-21 Cham- 
pionship last month for the 10- 
day trip to Canada and the U.S. 

Defenders Stephen Wright of 
Aberdeen and Alan McLaren of 
Hearts and striker Duncan Fergu- 
son of Dundee United were in- 
cluded in a 21-man squad. 


Ro x bu rgh said: “Losing Gor- 
don was a huge blow but we have 


Scotland plays the U.S. on May 
17 and Canada on May 20. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Christie to captain U.K. team 


LONDON (R) — Olympic silver medallist Linford Christie. wDl 
captain Britain’s men’s athletics team at this year’s Barcelona 
games, the British Athletic Federation (BAF) said Monday. 
Christie, 32, has captained the men's team since 1989 and is once 
again expected to head the European challenge to American 
supremacy in the 100 metres. He was awarded a silver medal 
behind American Carl Lewis in Seoul four years ago after the 
disqualification of Canadian winner Ben Johnson for doping. 
Christie became caught up in controversy himself when traces of 
pseudo-epbedrioe were found m a urine sample. The Internation- 
al Olympic Committee’s (IOC) Medical Commission accepted his 
explanation that he had unwittingly taken the substance in a 
health tonic. Hurdler Sally Gunnell, who has won two Common- 
wealth titles and took a 400 metres silver at last year’s World 
Championships, was named women’s team captain. 


Montoya still leads in Tour of Spain 


PLA DE BERET, Spain (AP) — Spanish rider Jon Unzaga woo 
the eighth stage of the Tout Of Spain, a rugged 240-kilometre 
stretch from the Mediterranean coast to die Pyrenees mountains 
near the French border. The overall leadership remained in die 
bands of Spaniard Jesus Montoya, although defen din g Tour Of 
Spain champion Me Ichor Mauri dropped from second overall to 
11th as the hilly course took its toll. Unzaga out-sprinted 
Colombian Martin FarfaD with both crossing the line in 7 hours, 
19 minutes, 42 seconds. Spaniard Pedro Delgado, a favourite to 
win a record-third Tour Of Spain, finished in a pack of 17 riders 
11 seconds behLid the winner. The grading leg, which included 
three first-category climbs the second most difficult in cycling, left 
many erf the pre-race favourites in a strong position going into the 
difficult ninth stage. 


Chinese sets Asian record in long Jump 


SHIZUOKA, Japan (AP) — Chinese long jumper Chen Zunrong 
broke his own Asian record with a leap of 8.36 metres Tuesday in 
die Shizuoka International athletics meet. The 29-year-okl Chen 
jumped 8.39 metres on bis second attempt, but that jomp did not 
qualify for a record because of a tail wind higher than the legal 
limit of 2.4 metres a second. He set the record on his third try, 
breaking the Asian marie of 8.26 metres that he had set in Peking 
last June 3. The world record is 8.95 metres, set by Mike Powell of 
the United States last August in Tokyo. Masala Morin aga of 
Japan was second, beating Japan's national record by 15 
centimetres with a leap of 8.25 metres. Nai Huei-Fang of Taiwan 
was thud at 7.89 metres. 


McEnroe downs Mancini in Hamburg 


HAMBURG (AP) — John McEnroe opened his bid in die 
German Open with a 6-1, 6-2 upset of Alberto Manrini of 
Argentina 6-1, 6-2. Mantini is 12th in world tennis rankings. 
Thierry Champion of France overpowered Lars Koslowski of 
Germany 64), 6-1 in another first-round match. Champion, with, 
the victory that took only SO minutes, advanced to a meeting with 
top seeded Boris Becker. Carl Uwe Steeb, one of Germany’s best 
players, defeated former French Open champion Andres Gomez 
of Ecuador 7-5, 5-7, 6-1. Jordi Arrese of Spain defeated 
countryman German Lopez 6-3, 6-3 and Renzo Fuitan of Italy 
beat Cedric Pioline of France 6-2, 6-3. Gufllermo Perez-Rddan of 
Argentina beat Michiel Schapers of the Netherlands 3-6, 7-5, 6-2 
and Stefano Pescosolido of Italy defeated Goran Prpic of Croatia 
3-6, 6-2, 6-4. Andrei Chesnokov and Andrei Cherkasov of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States were late arriving because 
of Germany's striking airport personnel. 


Edberg to defend Queens Club title 


LONDON (AP) — Defending champion Stefan Edberg heads the 
field in the $525,000 Queens Club grass court tournament June 
8-14, organisers said Monday. Among those challenging the 
Swede are Ivan Lendl, former U.S. Open champion Pete Sampras 
and French star Guy Forget. 


Dallas chosen as World Cup IBC centre 


DALLAS (R) — World Cup USA 1994 has announced that 
Dallas will be the site of the International Broadcast Centre (IBC) 
for the quadrennial soccer championship. The IBC, situated at 
the 277-acre Fair Park, is the coordinating facility from which all 
outgoing television signals from World Cup *94 will be produced, 
said Scott Parks Lctellier, managing director and chief operating 
officer of World Cup USA. The centre is expected to draw some 
3,500 broadcasters and technicians the Texas City, one of nine 
venues selected to host 1994 World Cup games, for three to four 
months during the summer of 1994. The European Broadcasting 
Union will act as host broadcaster for the 1994 World Cup and 
assume responsibility for the television coverage of all events. 
Other Metropolitan areas hosting games in the 52-game tourna- 
ment include Boston, Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles, New York, 
Orlando, San Francisco and Washington, D.C. 


Mutt'n’Jeff 


FORTrtELtWEoF— 
THffT-S THE THIRD . 
TIME JEFF'S BEEN] 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MAY, 6, 1992 • 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Rightor Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This line mDrc 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
isn’t a date for taking chances as 
often you wffl find, wiO be too 
wrapped-up in their own projects 
to do ranch teat wffl prove over the 
long term to be of assistance to 
others. . 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You now have the dance to see 
and meet with acquaintances who 
are very deep into all kinds of 
interesting, progressive activities 
and get their assistance for your 
projects. 


TAURUS: (April 2D to May 20) 

Friends to or from a distance are 

the ones you would he wise to 

accompany to get the aid you 
desire where your own intimate 
aims are concerned. 


im e WlUJ wH w sM u im, iuuic 

money will flow to you front regu- 
lar sources. ■’ 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 

22) Yon now need to be way qp to 
date in fashion, appearance at en- 
tertainments so be on the lookout 
for ways to be more modem in 
every way. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Now you would be wise to 
take a good look over all bone 

conditions with your family and 
He what changes will make 
your residence more operative, 
comfortable. 


GEM2NL* (May 21 to Jane 21) New 
ideas sudden come forth that can 
show you the way to more success 
as well as a growth of your con- 
sciousness in highly interesting 
directions. 


MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Think about what your 
dose attachment desires at mast 
and then add you own inveutative 
ideas so you greatly please that 
individual. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A great day to do 
those things in the outside world 
that brings you the greatest 
amount of pleasure as wen as 
productivity that you desire. * 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your day to get 
together about practical and mun- 
dane matters with members of your 
own household and coosder ways 
to increase regular income. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get- 
ting a new attitude towards an 
associate who is bizarre and unpre- 
dictable can be the best methods 
by which to get that person to back 
your position. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) If you put more concentration 
into your work and make it more in 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your mind is filled with iB 
kinds of brilliant ideas that .ran 
easily be but into motion if you use 
the most progressive and unusual 
methods to do so. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Whatever hunches you have 
concerning your property and pos- 
sessions and especia lly if they are 
of a progressive nature, can bring 
you extra income. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: THE 



Yesterday's 


Jumbles: SIXTY 


‘(Answers tomorrow) 
AERATE VERSUS 


Answer. She’s monay-hungry, and says she'd only 
marry a man who passes this — 

THE ■■ASSET’ TEST 





THE Daily Crossword by Alvin I 



ACROSS 
1 Guilt fouowert 
7 Shocked 

13 Scram! 

14 Get sat 

16 Influence deeply 

17 High or low 
follower 

18 Paving stuff 

19 Put in writing 

21 UN’S 
HBJiwnarefcJotd 

22 Pusses 

24 Done in 

25 — of passage 

26 Bathed 
26 Sea bird 
29£tropped 

30 Came eftse to 
32 Melted 

34 Puma e^j. , 

35 Apron part 

36 Beethoven work 
39 Leafy' 

42 Part Of AKA 

43 Teachers' gp. 

45 Ana e^. 

47 Beams 

48 Cooper and 
Morton 

50 Pancho's uncles 

51 Cageap. - 

52 Wing part 

54 — meBne 

(shape up) 

55 Br.lteld marshal 
57 Eral 

59 — hair down 
(shed 
fnhKrtons) 

60 Uly — 
(cowardly) 

31 Heredtoryfuter 
62 Some mooring . 

places 


!■■■»■■ mum 


auma 


Onz Tnnuna UMi SaMcn, tne, 
Al Rights Roamo 


DOWN ' 

1 tekim fasting 

month 

2 Better 

3 "Lb Coq — " 

4 Accomplishes 

5 Curves 

6 Snuggled' 

7 Name 

6 Shot up 
9 Cut 


10 Gibbon 
11'Cemad fish 

12 Nursed 

13 Necessary 

15 Barely beat 
20 Patriotic gp. 

23 Manatees 
2S Skiff 

27 Consume totally 
29 Very narrow 
margins 

3i Common abbr. 
33 Cabie TV tetters 

36 Allowed 

37 Author's 
dividend 

38 ■’Shrink’’ 

38 Salary Bet 

40 Whole 

41 Kin of gofers 

42 Afr. stockade 
44 Previous to 
46 "What fruit 

would spring 
from such — r 
46 Taunts 
49 BaBtan capital 


Yesterday's Puide Sdvedr 


nnna □□□nn nrann 
nnnn niHnnrn ranntf 
ninnnnnnrannnnonn 
nnu Oman nnrinn 
nnarc 

ngfinran nnnnnninn 

naga nnnriPi nnu 

HnnnDPinnniunnnnn 
ggra nnnran nnnn 

PinnnmnnB nnnnnn 

nnnnn nnnn onn 
norannnnnnnnnnnn 
□rnnn nmnnn nn”n 
Bonn uPimnn nnnn 


52 Siam teacher 

53 Fleet 


56 Long time 
58 Pen end 
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Ctirrfiicy 


,S let ling I’onniT 
IhuLvhe Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 
Knrnpran Carreny Unit 

* l'va» Pit SIC 

“ E*»c«n Uprahqi & lit mjn. CUT 
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Sinppeze 
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Eurocurrency Interest Hates Date: 5/5/1992 

Cwrcncy | I MTU | 3 MTI1S| 6 MTHSpI MT1IS 

UJi. IfaHar • 3.B7 7.95 9.12 4.56 

McrDiig Pound ip.ia 10.06 10.00 10-12 

iicHlschc Mark 9,75 9.75 9.68 9.62 

Shim Franc 8.81 8.81 8.56 8.51 

French Franc 9.93 9.93 9.56 9-31 

Japanese Yen 4.59 4.59 

rnrniiran Cnrrcncy Unit 1DJg 10-09 10.09 

kdnhnh Md rdn hr mmh f-wmlmR UA IIiiUmi I.HOD^Xn cpwrmlaM. 

Precious Metals Date: 5/5/1992 


Currency 
U-S. Dollar 
Sterling Found 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
! Japanese Yen* 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
Italian Lira* 
Befp. t Franc 


Jll/Cin* 

Metal 

(ISI I/O; x 

6.65 

Silver 

4.01 


Ot her C nn e n dn 
Coerrency 
Babrauri Dinar 
l.rfcmfsc lira* 
Sudi Riyal 
Kmnuli Dinar 
Qatari Riyal ■ ■ 
Egyptian round 
Omani Riyal 
U.\F. Dirham 
Creek Drachma* 
Cypriot r«umt 


CAB Indices for Amman Financial Marhtr 


5/5/1992 


3/5/1992 Uikc 

4/5/1992 

148.67 

147.64 

10B.3B 

108.16 

149.56 

150.11 


203.09 

158.06 

. 

190*26 


iVO-Sfaarc * 
Rankins Sector 
Insurance Sector 
Industry Sector 
Services Seel or 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at nridsessloo 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One - ounce of gold 


Cinema 


1.7810/20 

U.S. dollar 

1.1915/20 

Canadian dollar 

1.6410/20 

Deutscbemarks 

1.8460/70 

Dutch guilders 

13045/55 

Swiss francs 

33.78/82 

Belgian francs 

53300/50 

French francs 

1233/1234 

Italian lire 

132.80/90 

Japanese yen 

5.9250/300 

Swedish crowns 

6.4150/200 

Norwegian crowns 

63560/610 

Danish crowns 

33635 

U.S. dollars 


Tel: 677420 


CRYSTAL HEART 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 p.tn. 



Today and every day you can meet with 

Rabie Shlftab 

perfomwig artbe Nabil Ai Mashini Theatre in a play 
emitted: ■ 

Arabs of the year 2000 

in cooperation with Yousef Yousef - AS Abdul Aziz 
and a group of your favourite actors, 
at 830 p.m. every evening. 

For r ei anrat t o n call M: 675571 * 


Lebanese 
in Sidon 
and Tyre 
put on fire 
liras, dollars 
and tyres 

TYRE, Lebanon (R) — Hun- 
dreds of rioters enraged by the 
Lebanese lira’s collapse burned 
down the finance minister's home 
Tuesday and dosed stores and 
roads in South Lebanon, witnes- 
ses said. 

The protesters beat up four 
policemen, broke windows of ex- 
change . shops and shuttered 
banks in Tyre and the southern 
city of Sidon, 40 kilometres south 
of Beirut. 

The riots were sparked by the 
lira sinking to an all-time low of 
around 2,000 to the dollar on the 
unofficial market on Monday. 
The central bank suspended its 
trading last Thursday. 

Prime Minister Omar Karanri 
left for. talks in Damascus on the 
crisis, heightening speculation he 
would resign after the worst civil 
disturbances over economic prob- 
lems in five years. 

Diplomats, however, said Mr. 
Karaxni might hang on or head a 
new cabinet because there were 
few candidates to replace him 
while Lebanon struggled with the 
aftermath of 15 years of civil war. 

Calling for the fall of Mr. 
Karami’s Syrian-backed govern- 
ment, about 500 proteste r s endr- 
ded Finance Munster Ali Al 
Khalil's home after marching 
through Tyre. 76 kilometres 
south of Beirut. 

After injuring two of Mr. Kha- 
lil’s staff in fist fights, they forced 
their way in, threw furniture from 
windows and set it ablaze, then 
burned down the house, witnes- 
ses said. 

Mr. Khalil was in Beirut during 
the attack. About 50 soldiers 
backed by four armoured troop 






Omar Karami 

carriers later repulsed the crowd 
while two army tanks drove 
around town to deter more 
attack*? ,- 

“My salary is 6,000 buras ($3.20) 
a day. How can I live?” said 
Abbas Safa, a farmworker from 
Tyre who brandished a stick he 
said be used to smash windows of 
several currency exchange shops. 

The government blames the 
fall of the lira, worth 2.5 to the 
dollar in 1975, on a foreign con- 
spiracy to pressure Beirut to 
change policies on Arab-Israeb 
peace talks and distance itself 
from Damascus. 

Foreign exchange dealers in 
Beirut said the lira strengthened 
slightly Tuesday, trading at about 
1,825 to the dollar. 

Western diplomats say the gov- 
ernment is largely to blame for 
the crisis due to widespread offi- 
cial corr up t i on and for pinning its 
hopes on post-war foreign aid 
which failed to materialise. 

Demonstrators burned dollar 
and Hra banknotes to show dis- 
gust with the plunge of the Leb- 
nese currency, which has lost 
more than 50 per cent of its value 
against the U.S. currency since 
February. 

Lebanon’s main trade union 
confederation after an emergency 
meeting called for a four-day 
general strike from Wednesday. 

“A strike won't achieve any- 
thing,” said exchange dealer 
Hanud Sbardamani, a Syrian.** A 
poor man will starve unless he 
works. Nothing wfll change un- 
less the state does something.” 


China to beef up j obless 
insurance fund 


BEUING (R) — China has de- 
cided to double its fends in a 
national unemployment insur- 
ance programme < a safety net as 
the government works to break 
the “iron rice bowl” of lifetime 
employment, the official China 
Daily has said. 

But the newspaper quoted eco- 
nomists as saying that even 
doubling the amount would not 
be enough to provide a soft land- 
ing for China's jobless. 

“The country is currently 
under a great deal of unemploy- 
ment pressure,” the newspaper 
said. 

The labour ministry said that 
during the 1991-95 period, 78 
million peasants and 36 million 
urban workers would be jobless. 

Redundancies; virtually un- 
heard of under the Marxist rule of 
the late chairman Mao Tsetung, 


are part of China’s sweeping eco- 
nomic reforms. 

China's unemployment insur- 
ance fend would increase from 
'480 million yuan (S87 million) to . 
one billion yuan ($182 million). 

The fund covers workers m 
state enterprises, some 30 per 
cent of which made losses last 
year. 

The economists estimated the 
actual need for 1992 was 2.55 
billion yuan ($463.63 million), 
but gave no jobless estimate for 
this year. 

China’s state enterprises, bog- 
ged down with inefficient, surplus 
workers, pose a huge drain on 
government coffers. 

Moves to introduce redundan- 
cies have met great resistance, 
and the unemployment insurance 
scheme is designed to soften the 
blow of slashed payrolls. 


TOKYO — The stock market was dosed for pubHc holidays 
Monday and Tuesday. It will reopen Wednesday. 

SYDNEY — Australian shares ended slightly higher after govern- 
ment comments on interest rates took the steam out of a rally. 
The All Ordinaries Index was 1.2 higher at 1665.5. 

HONG KONG — Share prices ended higher with the Hang Seng 
Index at another record dose but profit-taking pushed prices 
down; The Hang Seng dosed up 17.42 points at 5,631.21. 
SINGAPORE — Singapore shares were lower as profit-taking 
ended a brief advance. Tbe Straits Times Industrial Index finished 
'10.32 points lower at 1,488.65. 

FRANKFORT — Shares made their first dosing gains in almost 
two weeks but hopes of a settlement in the public sector pay 
dispute were offset by fears of strikes in industry. The 30-share 
Dax Index ended 4.35 points up at 1,732.64. 

LONDON — Shares dosed firmer but well below session peaks as 
profit-taking checked tbe market’s early assault on all-time highs. 
The FTSE 100 Index dosed 2.4 higher at 2,662.2. 

PARIS — Share prices, spurred by Wall Street's gains Monday 
and a cut in British interest rates, ended higher but below their 
morni ng peaks. Tbe CAC-40 Index closed up 531 at 2,046.93. 
NEW YORK -j- Wall Street stocks remained modestly lower in 
midday trading amid a correction of Monday’s sharp rally. The 
dow was off Si at 3,367 at midsession. 



Bade To Tho Future 11 


Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 8 JO. Mfc30 p.m 



'Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 6251! 


Yusra... Mahmoud Hamida 
in 

AL SHARIS 

(The Wild) 

(Arabic) f . 

. • $ 

Shows: 3:30, 6-JO. 8:30, 1030 p.m “ 
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No plans now to borrow more money 

Political rifts delay Kuwait 
endorsement of bad debt plan 


KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwaiti 
government has failed to endorse 
a plan to buy about $17 billion of 
bad debts from commercial banks 
more than a month after the 
National Council approved the 
scheme. 

Bankers and diplomats believe 
the delay is caused by political 
rifts over tbe plan, which critics 
say will lead to a bail-out of 
influential debtors. 

“The cabinet was supposed to 
endorse it more than three weeks 
ago... at the last minute they 
froze everything because of inter- 
nal struggles over the issue,” said 
one senior banker. 

Diplomats say the emir. Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, has 
intervened in foe hope of finding 
a compromise. 

They said the government 
might introduce changes to tbe 
plan — originally drafted by the 
cabinet in December — and send 
it back to foe council, which 
approved foe scheme on March 
31. 

“You have two dif fer ent points 
of view among influential official 
people. It is very sensitive politi- 
cally,” one diplomat said. 

Tire bankers said one side in 
the conflict, including some of the 
debtors, advocated buying the 
debt s while others believed it 
would prove costly for foe coun- 
try which is struggling to over- 
come the economic impacts of the 
Gulf war. 

“Kuwait’s debts, tbe outstand- 
ing ones, the foreign ones and the 
bad ones of the commercial banks 
mount to nine billion dinars ($31 
Nffion),” one banker said. “Peo- 
ple are asking where is the gov- 
ernment going to get aD that 


money from,” he added, 

Tbe bankers said another 
reason for the delay in endorsing 
the plan was differences over 
whether debtors should declare 
their financial positions and be 
charged interest. 

The plan says debtors had to 
reveal details of their finances 
and pay up to five per cent 
interest after a three-year grace 
period. 

Tbe National Council has no 
legislative power but critics say 
the government sought its 
approval for political reasons in 
foe run up to Kuwait's general 
elections in October. 

Tbe government insists foe 
plan — which would let banks 
dispose of debts on 1991 balance 
sheets and start afresh — has 
been drawn up for economic 
reasons only. 

The scheme will allow foe gov- 
ernment to buy bank debts at fell 
value by issuing bonds with a 
maximum 20-year maturity. 

Meanwhile, foe head of tbe 
Kuwaiti Investment Authority 
(KIA) has said Kuwait has no 
immediate plans to borrow more 
money on tbe international mar- 
ket but is trying to meet its cash 
needs through export credit 
agreements. 

“How much the government is 
going to spend, I don't know. I 
cannot say how much we need to 
liquidate or bow much we need to 
borrow,” KIA Chairman Abdal- 
lah Al Qabandi told reporters. 

“It is now up to us to decide 
when we go to the market,” be 
said, adding that the gov e rn me nt 
was not t h i nking about b orrow in g 


Bankers and investment ex- 
perts told Reuters last month that 
Kuwait was considering borrow- 
ing more because a loan of $5.5 
billion from commercial banks 
had not been enough to finance 
poct-Gutf war costs. 

Mr. Qabandi said Kuwait 
needed cash but had options 
other than selling overseas assets 
or borrowing more on the world 
market. 

“The method of raising cash is 
not only through selling assets. 
There are so many options and 
we are doing it, but I cannot 
elaborate on that,” he said. 

“We are not using assets as foe 
only source for our cash require- 
ments. We have $53 billion (in) 
credit agencies which we are 
trying to utilise. We will concen- 
trate on export credits,” he stres- 
sed. 

Kuwait signed $53 billion in 
export credit guarantees for re- 
construction with the United 
States, Canada, Japan, Britain 
and other European countries 
late last year and early in 1992. 

Kuwait had said its borrowing 
would be in stages and that it did 
not want to borrow foe full $33 
billion authorised by Sheikh Ja- 
ber last July to cope with post- 
war spending. 

Kuwait’s oil industry, its major 
source of income, was left in 
tatters by Iraqis in February 1991. 
But it has recovered much fester 
than initially expected and is now 
producing 900,000 barrels of 
crude per day. 

“Until foe government reaches 
foe production level that will 
cover its needs it will have to 
thin k of other sources of achiev- 
ing its cash requests,” Mr. 


Qabandi said. 

“We won’t feel foe impact (of 
fell oil production) until a year 
from now. So for the next two 
years we will have a liquidity 
crunch,” be added. 

Kuwait has spent $13 trillion to 
cap hundreds of oil wells torched 
by Iraq and plans to spend 
another $8 billion to $10 billion 
over the next three years to repair 
damaged facilities. 

It has spent more than $35 
billion on reconstruction and 
paying for the war efforts of foe 
U.S.-led military alliance which 
ended the Iraqi occupation. 

The emirate was forced to draw 
down about $25 billion of its 
overseas investments, estimated 
at $100 billion, to get the country 
back on its feet and has spent 
another $5 billion worth of in- 
come generated by its overseas 
investments. 

It has a record $18.3 billion 
deficit in its 1991-92 budget. 

Bankers and investment ex- 
perts said Kuwait's London- 
based Kuwait Investment Office 
has already sold a lot of assets 
and its portfolio was now esti- 
mated to be worth about $40 
billion from a peak of $100 billion 
before foe Iraqi invasion. 

Mr. Qabandi said Kuwait had 
no plans to sell shares in major 
investments overseas. “We are 
not selling major investments and 
I don’t think we mil need to,” he 
said. 

“We have a liquidity crunch. 
We cannot be seen buying invest- 
ments, we have stopped long-. 
term investments, but we are; 
selling and buying as part of 
market trade,” he said. 


Britain cuts interest rates 


LONDON (R) — Britain cut 
interest rates by half a percentage 
point Tuesday to help stimulate 
recovery from the longest reces- 
sion since foe 1930s. 

Tbe Bank of England's cut in 
its key money-market dealing rate 
was matched quickly by major 
commercial banks, which re- 
duced their base lending rates to 
10 per cent from 10.5. 

It was tbe first interest rate cut 
in nine months. Financial analysts 
said it signalled foe Conservative 
government’s determination to 


get the economy moving after its 
election victory last month. 

Home lenders also responded 
with m o r tga ge interest rate cots. 
Tbe Halifax B uilding Society, foe 
country's largest home-loan pro- 
aider. cut its rates by 0.3 per cent . 
to 10.65. 

Chancellor of foe Exchequer 
(Finance Minister) Norman 
Lamont said business confidence 
was returning after foe election 
and that Britain was “now well 
placed for recovery. ” 

“Today’s interest rate cut 


Rouble to become 
fully convertible 
currency by Aug. 1 


MOSCOW (AP) — In a key step 
toward a market economy' Rus- 
sia wfll make tbe rouble a fully 
convertible currency by Aug. 1, a 
government economist said Tues- 
day. 

The action would remove one 
of foe obstacles to significant 
Western investment badly 
needed in foe Russian economy. 

The government expects the 
initial exchange rate to be about 
80 roubles to $1, said economist 
Konstantin Kagalovsky, an aide 
to First Deputy Prime Munster 
Yegor Gaidar, foe architect of 
Russia's economic reforms. The 
current exchange rate, still large- 
ly controlled by tbe government, 
is 120 roubles to $1. 

A convertible currency — one 
that can be freely bought and sold 
intide and outside Russia — was 
a condition of full membership in 
foe International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

Until recently, there were 
dozens of different rates depend- 
ing on who was buying or selling 
tbe rouble and for what purpose. 
As part of its programme to move 
toward a free market economy, 
foe Russian government has eli- 
minated all but two of the rates. 
However, even under those rates 
severe restrictions were placed on 
conversion of roubles into dol- 
lars, and roubles could not legally 
be taken out of the country. 

Mr. Gaidar told IMF officials 
in Washington last week that be 
hoped the rouble’s value would 
stabilise by July 1 so that govern- 
ments, businesses and private 
citizens could begin exchanging it 
for other currencies at reliable 
rates. 


Mr. Gaidar also won agree- 
ment from the seven biggest in- 
dustrial democracies last week to 
provide $6 billion for a stabiliza- 
tion fund to help make die rouble 
fully convertible. That money will 
be in addition to an $10 trillion 
package of humanitarian aid, 
loans and loan guarantees. 

The inconvertibility of the rou- 
ble and laws prohibiting the re- 
patriation of rouble profits by 
foreign companies — are among 
foe main obstacles to foreign 
investment in Russia. 

The government now sets tbe 
value of foe rouble, as foe Soviet 
government did beginning in foe 
late 1920s. 

The market rate of 120 roubles 
to $1 is used in everyday business. 
The Russian Central Bank occa- 
sionally changes foe rate to keep 
it in line with what is being 
offered on the black market and 
by Russia’s new commercial 

h anks 

The commercial rate of 55 rou- 
bles to $1 is used exclusively by 
businesses required to transfer a 
certain percentage of their fore- 
ign currency earnings to tbe gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Kagalovsky told a news 
conference the government plan- 
ned to merge foe two rates on 
July 1 . Sometime within the fol- 
lowing month, it would let foe 
rouble float and find its own 
value in relation to other world 
currencies. 

“It seems to me that if foe 
exchange (rate) is Sxed at a level 
of 80 roubles to foe dollar, that 
would be more or less normal for 
tbe economy,” Mr. Kagalovsky 
said. 


means that interest rates are now 
five points below the peak. That 
is good news for business, good 
for mortgage holders and good 
.news for the economy as a 
whole,” Mr. Lamont said.’ 

.. . The government has promised 
recovery for more than a" year. 
Inflation has fallen sharply in that 
time and foe pound sterling has 
strengthened in foe European 
Community currency grid, the 
exchange rate mechanism 
(ERM), since the election. 

“The time was right for a cut in 
interest rates because of progress 
on inflation, foe position of sterl- 
ing within tbe ERM bands and, in 
addition, because it will help re- 
covery become firmly estab- 
lished,” a treasury spokeswoman 
said. 

Business leaders welcomed the 
cut. 

“It will provide a useful boost 
to business confidence at an im- 
portant time," said Sir John 
Banbam, director general of foe 
Confederation of British Industry 
(CBI) employers group. 

But the cut carriers risks. Offi- 
cial British rates are now within a 
(matter of a percentage point of 
those in Germany — in theory 
foe low-inflation benchmark for 
all European economies. 

The pound sterling barely 
moved in response to foe rate cut. 


currency dealers said. It eased 
slightly to just under 2.93 marks, 
with markets primed to expect 
the reduction. 

With Germany battered by 
strikes and Britain enjoying a 
resurgence of market confidence 
since foe election, the pound has 
risen sharply within foe ERM. 

But if Germany had to raise its 
rates to tackle higher inflation, 
Britain could be forced to follow 
to defend the pound, thereby 
strangling recovery, analysts said. 

British rates have been cut in a 
series of careful half-point moves 
from a peak of 15 per cent in late 
1990, mirroring a sharp fall in 
inflation, as recession deepened, 
from a peak of 10.9 per cent to 
four per cent last month. 

Nominal interest rates — the 
interest rate minus foe rate of 
inflation — have remained at his- 
torically high levels, largely due 
to foe influence of high German 
rates. 

“Real interest rates remain 
very high, for manufacturers 
especially. It is important that the 
downward trend is maintained," 
said Sir Banham of foe CBI. 

Mr. Lamont has forecast a one 
per cent rise in gross domestic 
product (GDP) during 1992 but 
many economists are more cau- 
tious, with some expecting little 
or no growth in the economy. 




Turkey to sell Russia goods 
worth $192 million 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey win sell goods worth $192 million to tbe 
Russian Federation this year in partial re turn for i$ natural gas 
purchases from Moscow, tbe Turkish treasury has said. It said $142 
million of the Tnrlrisb sales would be textile products, vegetable oil, 
pasta, iron and steel products, automobile industry products, electric 
motors and paints. The remaining $50 million would be cigarettes, 
medical and buflefing materials, promised for 1991 but unfulfilled due 
to political instability leading to foe break-up of the former Soviet 
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* Invites you to enjoy our sterling silver special + 

* collection. * 

* Special offer on certain pieces. * 
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1 . Semi villa, unfurnished, 3-4 bedrooms, 
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■uncirculated old currency paper 
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Abu Khaled 
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Khmer Rouge launches fierce attacks 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas have launched a 
series of attacks which U.N. 
peacekeepers said Tuesday were 
the worst violations to date of a 
peace agreement ending the 
Cambodian civil war. 

The coordinated attacks were 
against areas held by the Phnom 
Penh government in the central 
Cambodian province of Kom- 
pong Thom. 

U.N. military sources said the 
Khmer Rouge attacked in batta- 
lion strength after pouring hun- 
dreds of rounds from 82-mm re- 
coilless rifles and mortars into 
hamlets in the Sen River Valley 
about 35 kilometres northeast of 
the provincial capital Kompong 
Thom. 

The military sources said the 
attacks were the worst violation 
yet seen of the U.N. -sponsored 
Paris peace accords which were 
supposed to have ended the civil 
war. 

Latest casualty figures were 
two Phnom Penh soldiers dead 
and four wounded, according to a 
Phnom Penh Foreign Ministry 
spokesman. 

Khmer Rouge losses were put 


at five dead and 18 wounded. 

The United Nations Military 
Command in Phnom Penh Tues- 
day dispatched three companies 
of Indonesian paratroopers as 
reinforcements. 


The 30-yehide convoy was led 
by two mine resistant trucks. 

The 300 reinforcements will 
join the 200-strong garrison of 
Indonesian paratroopers already 
based in Kompong Thom. 

They have been unable to de- 
ploy into the countryside because 
of Khmer Rouge attacks last 
month along the road which links 
Kompong Thom province with 
the north. 


A U.N. officer who asked to 
remain anonymous called for 
satellite surveillance of Khmer 
Rouge positions, claiming the 
guerrillas were sending large rein- 
forcements into Kompong Thom 
province. 

He claimed the Khmer Rouge 
had moved more than 400 trucks 
into the province for the attacks. 

“They’ve got a freeway up in 
that jungle.” he said, referring to 
a major Khmer Rouge-built road 
to the north. 


“It was certainly a coordinated 
attack. - Our guys are up there 
now investigating,” said a second 
U.N. officer, based in Phnom 
Penh. 

The Khmer Rouge, blamed for 
the deaths of more than a million 
Cambodians daring their brutal 
1975-79 rule, are the strongest of 
Cambodia’s guerrilla factions. 

The latest fighting led the 
Phnom Penh government to 
question the effectiveness of the 
U.N. Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia (UNTAC). 

“It seems UNTAC is a hostage 
of the Khmer Rouge... what does 
UNTAC do if one party does not 
implement the accord?” one 
senior Foreign Ministry official 
said. 

UNTACs military comman- 
der, General John Anderson of 
Australia, has been in Kompong 
Thom for the past two days for 
ingent briefings with senior U.N. 
liaison officers. 

UNTAC officers said the latest 
Khmer Rouge attacks were part 
of a land grab before the imple- 
mentation of stage two of the 
peace accords which call for de- 
mobilisation by June 7 of 70 per 


cent of the forces of the four 
factions which fought the dvii 
war. 

The accords signed by the 
Cambodian factions last Ocl 23 
paved the way for the eventual 
deployment of 23,000 U.N. 
peacekeepers charged with super- 
vising the running of the country 
ahead of elections scheduled for 
April 1993. 

Meanwhile, Ieng Sary, 
“brother number two” in the 
Khmer Rouge hierarchy, says he 
spends his retirement pottering 
around his garden and worrying 
about the environment. 

The Communist group, whose 
rule claimed the lives of one 
million Cambodians, “made mis- 
takes” in the past, be concedes. 

But asked about international 
demands that he and other 
Khmer Rouge leaders stand trial 
for genocide, he shrugs and says: 
“It's up to them.” 

Ieng Sary, officially retired 
from the Khmer Rouge lead- 
ership, was speaking over lunch 
Monday in the Khmer Rouge 
village of Phum Thmei where he 
now lives, in a rare meeting with 
foreign reporters. 


ANC criticises S. African cabinet reshuffle 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The African National Congress 
(ANC) Tuesday criticised a 
reshuffle in President F.W. De 
Klerk's all-white cabinet and cal- 
led for the participation of blacks 
in a new government. 

The ANC said while replace- 
ments had to be found for two 
ministers, who are stepping down 
due to exhaustion, rapid progress 
was needed in multi-party talks 
on a democratic constitution. 

“President De Klerk's major 
cabinet reshuffle carries with it 
the implication that the govern- 
ment is proceeding with policies 
unilaterally.” an ANC statement 
said. 

“The way forward lies with the 
urgent establishment of an in- 
terim government of national uni- 
ty as rapidly as possible, so that 
elections can be held and we have 
a cabinet and government that 


reflects the win of aJJ the people 
of this country, not merely the 
white minority,” it said. 


Mr. De Klerk announced Mon- 
day night that Trade and Industry 
Minister Derek Keys will take 
over the finance portfolio from 
Barend Du Plessis. Defence 
Minister Roelf Meyer will replace 
Gerrit Viljoen as constitutional 
development minister. 

The white-led government and 
Nelson Mandela's ANC are the 
main protagonists in 19-party 
democracy talks under way since 
December. 


No new names were brought 
into the cabinet in the reshuffle 
triggered by the resignation last 
week of the finance minister, 
taken to hospital suffering from 
exhaustion. 


Officials report some progress 
at the talks but agreement re- 
mains elusive on key points such 
as the form of a transitional gov- 
ernment and constitution-making 
body and the reincorporation of 
black homelands established 
under apartheid. 


Mr. De Klerk said most of the 
new appointments in his all-white 
cabinet would take effect on June 
1. 

Mr. Du Plessis was among 
several ministers who are also 
negotiators for the government or 
the ruling National Party at the 
multi-party Convention for a 
Democratic South Africa 
(CODESA) talks. 


Mr. De Klerk said Mr. Keys, 
recruited from the Gencor Min- 
ing and Industrial Corporation in 
January to be trade and industry 
minister, would add finance to his 
portfolio, which indudes econo- 
mic coordination. 


“This combined responsibility 
brings about an increased work- 
load. However, it is regarded as 
essential given the obvious need 
for even better coordination and 
encompassing financial and eco- 
nomic planning,” Mr. De Klerk 
said in a statement. 

Meanwhile hundreds of 
thousands of blacks boycotted 
commuter trains Monday to pro- 
test political violence, but police 
said six people died in continuing 
dashes. 

The dead included two African 
National Congress members kil- 
led in a dash with police in 
eastern Natal province. A police 
statement said the officers 
opened fire after a grenade was 
hurled at them while on patrol. 

The train boycott appeared to 
be successful, based on reports 
from the Spoomet Rail Com- 
pany. 


Youths smash, loot stores in Toronto 


TORONTO (R) — Youths 
smashed scores of shop windows, 
looted stores and stoned Toron- 
to’s Gty Hall in a protest Monday 
against the police shooting of a 
black man over the weekend. 

About 300 demonstrators, both 
black and white, rampaged along 
the main shopping street, 
smashing windows with bricks 
and looting jewellery and stereo 
stores. 

“There were about 50 to 70 
people involved in the smash- 
and-crasb. The rest of them were 
along for the titillation,” police 
spokesman Detective Sergeant 
Richard Dewhirst said. 

Looting was sporadic. There 
were few arrests and no serious 
injuries, he said. 

Trouble started after a crowd 


of 400 demonstrated outside the 
U.S- consulate to protest against 
last week's acquittal of police 
officers charged in the beating of 
black motorist Rodney King in 
Los Angeles and the weekend 
shooting of a black youth in 
Toronto by police. 


They dashed briefly with a 
handful of white supremacists 
who were hustled to safety by 
police. The demonstrators then 
blocked a major intersection for 
nearly an hour before stoning 
City Hall. 


The crowd then smashed scores 
of window along Yonge street, 
the city’s main shopping centre. 

Black activists were angered by 
the death in Toronto Saturday of 
a black man shot by police in an 


anti-drag operation. His death 
brought appeals from blade lead- 
ers mid the chief of police i for 
calm in Canada’s largest city. 

It was the eight police shooting 
of a black person in Toronto since 
August 1988 and put authorities 
on the alert after the Los Angeles 
race riots. 

Earlier Monday, Justice Minis- 
ter Kim Campbell told parlia- 
ment she planned to introduce 
legislation to limit the force a 
police officer can use under the 
so-called fleeing felon rule in the 
criminal code. 

Bnt she rejected a demand by 
opposition New Democratic Par- 
ty member Howard M*£urdy, 
the only black m the House of 
Commons, for a co mmissi on to 
study racism in the justice system. 


Bush falls in polls after rioting 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush’s standing in 
opinion polls has slipped in the 
wake of the riots in Los Angeles, 
according to a poll released Mon- 
day. 

Thfe Times Minor poll, con- 
ducted by the Washington-based 
Times Mirror Centre for the Peo- 
ple and the Press, found that Mr. 
Busn was now in a virtual dead 
heat with Democratic front- 
runner Bill Clinton and bil- 
lionaire Ross Perot, who is con- 
sidering a run for the White 
House as an independent. 

If found that 33 per cent of the 
1,301 voters polled support the 
Republican President while Mr. 
Ginton, the Arkansas governor, 
and Mr. Perot each had 30 per 
cent backing. 

Two weeks ago Mr. Bush was 
backed by 40 per cent, followed 
by Mr. Clinton at 29 per cent and 
Perot at 24 per cent. Since the 
margin of error is plus or minus 
three percentage points, the poll 
showed that the three are about 
even. Mr. Clinton is expected to 
face Mr. Bush in November elec- 
tions. 

The survey was taken over the 
weekend following riots in Los 
Angeles and other cities sparked 
by the acquittal of white police- 
men in the beating of Rodney 
King, a black motorist. 

Those polled said by 31 per 
cent to 25 per cent that Mr. 
Ginton was better able to deal 
with racial problems. 

Presidential primaries Tuesday 
in two states and the District of 
Columbia became political foot- 
notes as riots in Los Angeles 
captured the candidates’ atten- 
tion and the contests held little 
suspense. 

Mr. Clinton and President 
Bush were heavily favoured in 
primaries in Indiana, North Caro- 
lina and the nation's capital. 

With the country’s attention 
reveted on the Los Angeles riots, 
the presidential candidates 
turned west, too. They cancelled 
appearances and changed their 
stump speeches to talk about the 
verdict and the violence. 


Mr. Clinton dosed out the 
weekend in Washington and stop- 
ped in Indiana before flying to 
Los Angeles to meet with reli- 
gious, community and political 
leaders. He made one stop in 
North Carolina last week and 
cancelled Monday’s scheduled 
events there. 


But Mr. Ctintou’s fight is all 
but over. He has 1,591.5 dele- 
gates, nearly 75 per cent of the 
2,145 he needs to win the Demo- 
cratic nomination at the conven- 
tion in July, and has begun to 
shape his expected fall campaign 
against Mr. Bush. His only rival, 
Jerry Brown, had 322.5 dele- 
gates. 

Sixteen Democratic delegates 
are at stake in the district, 77 in 
Indiana and 84 in North Carolina. 

In Los Angeles on Monday, 
Mr. Ginton toured riot-ravaged 
neighbourhoods and proposed a 
new approach to rebuilding cities 
separate from the 196Qs-style so- 
cial programmes or what he cal- 
led “12 more years of neglect" 
from Republican administrations 
in Washington, 

Mr. Clinton called for econo- 
mic and law-enforcement aid for 
cities but also urged inner-city 
neighbourhood leaders to set up 
community banks dedicated to 
local businesses. 


“My agenda assumes that gov- 
ernment does not always know 
what is best or how to do it for the 
people who live in a community,” 
Mr. Clinton said after meeting 
with Los Angeles Mayor Tom 
Bradley. “But we should empow- 
er them through economic initia- 
tives and education and health 
care.” 

Mr. Brown also cancelled Indi- 
ana events last week to visit Los 
Angeles. Campaigning in 
Washington Monday, he deman- 
ded the administration invest 
more in American dries and less 
overseas. 

In a television interview Mon- 
day night, he said that if more 
attention isn’t paid to America's 
cities, “what we saw in Los 
Angeles will be just the begin- 


ning... of a whirlwind.” 

Mr. Bush had won 1,122 dele- 
gates, and with more than the 
1,105 needed for nomination, the 
remaining contests would serve to 
bolster his support and begin to 
end the challenge of Patrick 
Buchanan. 

While his aides decried the 
“politicising'’ of the Los Angeles 
riots, Mr. Bush Monday 
announced more than $600 mil- 
lion in federal aid to help rebuild 
riot-torn neighbourhoods. 

Mr. Buchanan invested heavily 
in North Carolina's contest, 
where he said he hoped to cap- 
ture 30 per cent and repeat 
Ronald Reagan’s 1976 perform- 
ance there, where he lost to 
Gerald Ford but revived a flag- 
ging campaign. 

Meanwhile Texas billionaire 
Ross Perot urged caution Mon- 
day in accepting a free trade 
agreement with Mexico, saying it 
could cause huge job losses in the 
United States. 

Mr. Perot said the United 
States, which is negotiating to- 
wards a possible free trade zone 
incorporating both Mexico and 
Canada, is in a “very vulnerable 
position” because of its massive 
debt and poor education system. 

“Just to suddenly throw the 
doors open will really, really, 
really wipe out the jobs of mil- 
lions of people in this country,” 
he said in a speech to the Associa- 
tion for Investment Management 
and Research National Confer- 
ence. 


Mr. Perot said be is not against 
“fair, free trade” but the United 


States had a poor record of nego- 
tiating trade pacts. 

Mr. Perot also told reporters 
he had not criticised Mr. Bosh for 
his handling of the Los Angeles 
riots as some media reports indi- 
cated. “I said we all have diffe- 
rent styles, so I'm not criticising 
bis style at all,” he said. 

Mr. Perot said a petition cam- 
paign to get his name on the Nov. 
3 election ballots in all 50 states is 
going well. He plans to announce 
in June whether he will run for 
president 


Canada’s 
Arctic 
residents 
vote for new 


territory 


YELLOWKNIFE, Northwest 
Territories, Canada (R) — Resi- 
dents of Canada's Arctic region 
narrowly approved a plan that 
would split the vast Northwest 
Territories in two and create a 
new homeland for thousands of 
native people. 

Results showed 54 per cent 
voted in favour of the division 
that carves a new Eskimo terri- 
tory called Nunavut out of a land 
of Tundra and ice stretching from 
the Manitoba border to the tip of 
Ellesmere Island on the Arctic 
Ocean. 


The plebiscite fritted the mainly 
Eskimo population of the eastern 
and central Arctic against the 
mainly native Indian and white 
population of the western Arctic. 

Chief Northwest Territories 
plebiscite officer David Hamilton 
said 15,484 of the 27,390 eligible 
voters cast ballots, with 8334 
favouring the division and 7,020 
opposing it. There were 130 
spoiled ballots. 

Eskimo leaders said the margin 
of victory was narrower than they 
had expected, but were still de- 
lighted with results that brought 
their dream of self-government 
closer to reality. 

“What this vote will do is di- 
vide the Northwest Territories 
into two and it will bring our 
government closer to the peo- 
ple,” said Eskimo leader Jack 
Knpeuna, vice-president of the 
T ungavik Federation of Nunavut, 
a native political group. 

“It means that most of the 
elected officials of the govern- 
ment wfl] be Emit (Eskimos),” he 
said. 

The Northwest Territories cov- 
er one third of Canada, the 
second largest country in the 
world by geographical size, and 
has a population of about 55,000 
people. 

The new Nunavut territory 
would extend over one-fifth of 
Canada's land mass, with 80 per 
cent of its 22,000 residents being 
Eskimos living above the tree 
line. 


Belgrade 
giving up 
control of 


army in 
Bosnia 


Indians in the western Arctic 
bitterly opposed the territorial 
division, saying it would under- 
mine their own demands for self- 
government and control of re- 
sources. 

Other opponents feared the 
northern economy would suffer 
through creation of a second ex- 
pensive bureaucracy. 

Ratification by Canada's par- 
liament is needed before the new 
territory finally comes into exist- 
ence in 1999. 

The government also would 
give the Imm 580 million Cana- 
dian dollars, or about $490 mil- 
lion, over 14 years. 


SARAJEVO, Bosnia 
Herzegovina (AP) — Army 
artillery pounded Sarajevo Tues- 
day, leaving the mountain-ringed 
Bosnian capital cloaked in flames 
and smoke and its streets strewn 
with corpses. Most European 
Community (EC) monitors pul- 
led out 
European Community and Un 
ited Nations officials sought to 
arrange a truce In the former 
Yugoslav republic, but were frus- 


of 


system and by the 
the warring parties. 

Bosnia's leaders have asked for 
foreign military intervention. 

Also Tuesday, the presidency 
of the new, Serb-dominated 
Yugoslavia said it was giving up 
command of federal army .troops 
in Bosnia, and urged warring 
factions there to take over the 
military themselves. 

The announcement appeared 
to bp an effort by the truncated 
Yugoslavia, consisting only of 
Serbia and allied Montenegro, to 
extricate itself from a political 
disaster while not necessari- 
ly giving up on Serb control of 
large pails of Bosnia. 

Since Bosnia has been recog- 
nised as independent and a new 
Yugoslavia without it has been 
proclaimed, the Yugoslav army 
has been subject to accusations 
that it is an occupying force and 
an aggressor. The EC says it will 
not recognise the new Yugoslavia 
as long as the army remains active 
in Bosnia. 

- The army late Monday 
announced that it was pulling 
Serbian and Montenegrin sol- 
diers from Bosnia within 15 days. 
On Tuesday, the presidency 
added that “there is no more 
basis” for troops remaining to be 
under federal com- 
mand. 

It urged Bosnia's Muslims, 
Serbs and Groats to come to an 
agreement on dividing up .the 
army, something that would be 
exceedingly difficult. 

Meanwhile, U.N. envoy Mar-, 
rack Gioulding, who arrived in 
Belgrade Monday, landed in a 
helicopter in Pale, a Serbian 
stronghold about 15 kilometres 
east of Sarajevo Tuesday. 

He was unable to travel to the 
Bosnian capital because of heavy 
fighting on the road between Pale 
and Sarajevo. A column of the 
U.N. armoured personnel car- 
riers, which was supposed to pick 
up Mir. Goal ding, returned to 
Sarajevo because local ceasefire 
could not be established. 

Mr. Goukting was scheduled to 
discuss possible deployment of. 
U.N. peacekeepers in Bosnia. 

While Mr. GoukUng was stuck 
outside, Sarajevo burned. 

Buildings in the old Turkish 
quarter Bascarsija and the city’s 
business centre were ablaze. 
There were a large number of 
dead and wounded on the streets. 

Police spokesman Seaad Mese- 
tovic said the bodies of four 
people had been collected, but 
that die death toll was much 
higher. 

Radio Sarajevo said: ‘This is 
the picture of the capital of the 
sovereign state of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina on the morning of 
May 5, 1992: A sad picture in- 
cludes a large number of dead 
lying on the dty’s streets, on its 
pavement, and a large number of 
wounded who cannot be given 
even the most basic help.” 
Bosnia’s Territorial Defence 
force, made up of Muslims add 
Croats, gave the federal army an 
ultimatum to pull out of Sarajevo 
by midnight (2200 GMT) 
Wednesday, the Belgrade-based 
Tanjug News Agency said. 

It said the army would be 
guaranteed safe passage if it kept 
to the deadline. But federal com- 
manders might not trust any such 
guarantee after an army convoy 
promised safe passage was attach 
ed apparently by Muslim forces in 
Sarajevo Sunday. 

More than 400 people have 
been killed in dashes since the 
Feb. 29 independence vote by 
Bosnia’s ethnic Croats and Mus- 
lims, who make up almost two- 
tfairds of Bosnia’s 4.3 million peo- 
ple. Serbs boycotted the vote 
because they opposed independ- 
ence. 


The fighting, which intensified 
after April 7 when Bosnia was 
recognised by the United States 
and Europe, pits Muslims and 
Croats against Serbs, who are 
backed by the federal army. 

Fighting between Muslims and 
■Serb-led forces Tuesday morning 
was reported in Sarajevo’s Bnt- 
mir and SvraJtino Selo suburbs, 
where federal army barracks are 
located. 

Twenty-five EC monitors 
abandoned Bosnia, leaving a 
skeleton crew of 10 in Sarajevo. 

Monitors said they were tem- 
porarily reducing their mission in 
Bosnia for security reasons. A 
Belgian monitor was trilled in 
soMth western Bosnia 
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Belarus official sees no 


great radiation danger 


MOSCOW (R) — Fires sweeping 
through fields and woodland con- 
taminated by the 1986 Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster raised radiation 
levels in some parts of Belarus 
but are not a major danger, a. 
government expert said Tuesday. 


“At first we feared there could 
be a great danger of radiation 
spreading, but fortunately there 
is no major threat,” said Ivan 
Kenik. chairman of the Belarus 
state committee on Chernobyl. 

“The fixe brigades will put out 
all the fires by the end of the 
day,” a local journalist quoted 
him as. saying. 


He added that there had been a 
slight rise in radiation in Kalink- 
ervichi, a town near Gomel, one 
of the areas worst affected by the 
fire and explosion at Chernobyl, 
125 kilometres across the border 
in neighbouring Ukraine. 

But in other areas, no change- 
in radiation levels was recorded, 
he said. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency re- 


ported earlier that radioactive 
particles were being spread by the 
wind to previously uncontamin- 
ated areas. 

The fires tn the former Soviet 
republic, a major grain producing 
area and livestock centre, broke 
but after a period of hot, dry 
weather. 

A local journalist said most of 
the fires had started cm peat 
workings near the Chernobyl, 
reactor. 

Belarus Interior Ministry offi- 
cials said smoke from the fires 
contained radioactive strontium 
and caesium. 

■Many residents abandoned 
areas around Gomel after the 
Chernobyl disaster, which killed 
31 people in its immediate after- 
math and scattered radiation 
across much of Europe and Scan- 
dinavia. 

Ukrainian authorities estimate 
that 6,000 to 8,000 people have 
died since being exposed to radia- 
tion, with cases of cancer and 
other diseases increasing. 


North Korean premier 


arrives for Seoul talks 


SEOUL (R) — North Korean 
Prime Minister Yon Hyong-Muk 
arrived in South Korea Tuesday 
for talks aimed at easing four 
decades of enmity across the 
world’s last cold war frontier. 

“Now our brethren are eagerly 
awaiting -reconciliation and peace 
a North Korean spokesman 
said as Mr. Yon and his 89- 
member entourage arrived at 
Seoul’s Shilla Hotel. 

“Our delegates assure you that, 
we will talk in good faith so that 
the meeting this time will bear a 
new good fruit,” the spokesman 
said in a statement. 

Mr. Yon’s two days of formal 
talks with South Korean Prime 
Minister Chung Won-Shik, be- 
ginning Wednesday, will focus on 
the contentious issue of mutual 
inspections of nuclear facilities in 
the North and South as well as 
implementation of non- 
aggression accords agreed last 
December. 

South Korea, the United States 
and Japan fear North Korea is 
building a bomb at its Yongbyon 
plant 90 jdlometres north of 
Pyongyang. The North denies 
pny ambition for nuclear 
weapons. 

Seoul officials hope the pre- 
miers’ talks, die seventh in a 
series which began in September 
1990, will reduce differences over 
the proposed establishment of 
liaison offices and several other 
steps on the road to peace. 

The two sides have held a 
series of talks at the border in the 
past two months to discuss the 
non-aggression pact, which re- 


nounces slander and subvention 
and provides early-warning 
mechanisms to prevent an 
accidental outbreak of war. 

But discussions became bogged 
down in. procedural wrangles. 

“Our side expects the talks this 
time to produce accords on lia- 
ison offices and the formation of 
various joint commissions to im- 
plement provisions of the non- 
aggression pact.” said a spokes- 
man for the South-North Dia- 
logue Office in Seoul. 


He said the two siuvs remained 
far apart over ways to implement 
the non-aggression pact. Pyon- 
gyang insists all measures be dis- 
cussed and implemented simul- 
taneously while Seoul prefers a 
step-by-step approach. 

“I believe the North will soften 
its stance and may accommodate 
some of our positions so that the 
talks can make headway,” the 
spokesman said. 

In a move raising hopes for the 
talks. North Korea Monday pre- 
sented an initial report on its 
nud ear facilities and materials to 
tiie International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). 


The report, which South Ko- 
rean officials said was presented 
earlier than expected, will enable 
IAEA inspectors to move ahead 
with inspections of the North's 
nuclear sites. 

South Korean officials have, 
however, said IAEA inspections 
will not reveal the whole truth 
about die North's nud ear prog- 
ramme. They want inter-Korean 
inspections as soon as possible. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Russia to sell rockets to India 


NEW DELHI (R) — Russia will go ahead with the sale of rocket 
engines to India despite U.S. threats of trade penalties, Russian 
First Deputy Prime Minister Gennadi Burbutis said Tuesday. He 
also said Russian President Boris Yeltsin would visit India in the 
second half of this year to sign a treaty of peace, friendship and 
cooperation. The United States said Monday that Russia’s $250 
million contract to sell rocket engines to India could lead to trade 
penalties for both countries. State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwiler said the sale would violate the missile 
technology control regime, an agreement among Western states 
to limit the spread of missile technology, particularly to the 
developing world. While Russia has not signed the agreement, it 
has agreed to abide by it. Russia plans to sell rocket engines to 
India, which is trying to develop a satellite- la lurching capability. 
India is to start taking delivery of the engines by 1994 under the 
contract signed last year between the Russian space agency 
Glavkosmos and the Indian Space Research Or ganis a tio n. 


U.S. seeks access in Asia-Pacific 


SYDNEY (R) — The United States wants to gain access to 
military facilities to ensure regional security in the Asia-Pacific 
region rather than establish bases, the U.S. Pacific commander 
said Tuesday. “I think we are really into... a fending environment 
where to build new bases would be very, very difficult,” said 
Admiral Charles Larson, commander in chief, U.S. Pacific 
Command. “We are also quite comfortable that with the 
expanded access in areas where we already have bases that we 
will be able to carry the day,” he told the Foreign Correspon- 
dents* Association, Australia and South Pacific. Adm. Larson 
also said the United States was prepared to play a proxy 
peacekeeping role in Cambodia from “over the horizon”. “One 
of the roles I feel my forces can play is that I do have the flexibility 
and mobility and the power from offshore... if called upon to be a 
guarantor,” be said. 


Pravda publishes 80th birthday issue 


MOSCOW (AP) -*> Pravda, the former Communist Party 
newspaper now struggling to survive, celebrated its 80th birthday 
Tuesday with a special edition financed by donations, “Pravda is 
80 today,” trumpeted a headline across the top of the newspaper's 
front page. “May the date of May 5 remain a joyous red-letter 
day,” gushed a birthday message of Pravda's workers and 
readers. Pravda said the four-page birthday issue was paid for by 
the Pravda Support Fund set up after the bankrupt newspaper 
'suspended publication in March. The fund now totals 2.3 million 
rubier ($19,166), which will also cover the cost for printing and 
distributing two more issues, the newspaper said. 


U.S. concerned about Tajikistan 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States Monday said it was 
concerned about rising political tensions in the former Soviet 
Republic of Tajikistan, where the conservative leadership has 
threatened to use “Los Angeles-style force” to restore calm. “The 
U.S. government expresses its hope that the Tajik government 
and the opposition can resolve then* differences peacefully and 
democratically,” the State Department said in a written state- 
ment. It also called on “all sides to refrain from violence or any 
actions which might exacerbate tensions further.’- 
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Russian patients 
have to provide own 
bandages 


MOSCOW (R) — Sick people in 
a Russian town have to provide 
their own bandages and bed linen 
before they can undergo surgery, 
ITAR-TASS News Agency re- 
ported Sunday. “If not, they have 
to do without hospital treat- 
ment,” the agency said, adding 
that the Central Hospital in the 
eastern Russian town of Ussur- 
iysk could not afford its own 
bedclothes. Supplies of- surgical 
dressings to the hospital had been 
halted and patients could only be 
sure of an operation if they 
brought their own surgical gauze 
with them, TASS added. “If the 
patient needs an operation be has 
to present six, and better still 12, 
metres of surgical gauze to the 
Surgical Department. Otherwise 
the operation might not take 
place,” it said. 
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Germans find forest 
in shape of Nazi . 
Swastika 


>15 


BERLIN (R) — German officials 
said they had discovered a forest 
in the shape of a huge Nazi 
Swastika probably planted 60 
years ago by the Hitler youth. 
The forest near the East German 
town of Zemikow measures 
more than 100 metres from tip to 
tip and can be seen only from the 
an-. It is especially vivid when its 
larch trees turn bright green in 
spring and yellow in autumn. 
Guenter Reschkc, a regional gov- 
ernment official, said be disco- 
vered the forest while looking 
through aerial photograph taken 
in 1988. Research showed , that 
the larches were apparently 
planted in the shape afore Swas- 
tika in the nrid-1930s, dozing the 
Nazi Third Reich, by village cM- 
dren in the Hitler Youth. "The 
planting obviously had a. dear 
political motive,” be tokTReuters 
by telephone. 


»■ 


»s steps ti 

igrain 


Baby born on 
Brooklyn Bridge 
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NEW YORK (AP) — A new- 
boni got an early introduction to 
commuting: She was bon during 
rash hour on the Brooklyn 
Bridge. Marabel Almodovar gave 
birth in a car on the bridge's 
westbound lane as housing police 
officers tried to take her from her 
home in Brooklyn to- St Vin- 
cent’s Hospital, on tire other side 
of the East River in Manhattan, 
said hospital spokeswoman Carol 
Ranagban. The officers, wanted 
to take Almodovar to a hospital 
in Brooklyn, but die insisted on 
going to st. Vincent's. When 
mother and child finally got to tbe 
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they were declared in 
good condition. Ariel Elyssa De- 
lgado weighed in at 7 pounds, 15 
ounces (3.6 kilogrammes), 
Ranagban said. ■; 
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Thatcher tipped to 
become countess 




* 


LONDON (R) — Former British 
Prime Minister Maraget Thatcher ii;- 
is to be offered a hereditaiy ’a 
earldom, the Daily Mail . news- Cri r ; 
paper said in its Tuesday edition, .'ix*. 
It said the peerage would be 
offered by her successor, John -i ^ 
Major, in an honours list to be ^ |Z 
published at the end of May. Life 
peerages — when the title 
appears on the death of tbe hot- v 
der - — are common honours in 1 
British politics but hereditary, 
peerages are rare. If Mrs. Thatch- 
er accepts tbe title her entrep- n 
reneur son Mark would become ':j, 
an earl when his mother dies. ^ 
Mrs. Thatcher, ousted as party 
leader by a backbench revolt m VT' r 
November 1990, was prime . ; , 1 ." v 


nunister for 11 years and took the 
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Conservative Party to three J®*- 

Straifihl elemnn Th. u«i 


straight election victories. Tbe Mail ..... 
saw soundings amongst her dose' \ 
foends suggested that Mrs. Thatcher, 
might accept the earldom which 
would give her the title of coun- 
tess. She campaigned tor Mr.’ 
Major in last month’s British 
general election but stepped- 
down as a member of pa rti ame nt. 


China earmarks 
$13m to guard relfcs 


I) r- 




PEKING (R) — The Chinese . ■ 
government, alarmed at tire ram-. fr- 
pant theft of archaeological trea- r \-> 
has earmarked 70 million 
ynan $12.73 million thk year to 
protect tire nation’s heritage. Part (' 
of tire money win help build 
security systems and storehonses J* 
for cultural reEcs, while tire rest :‘i 
will go toward archaeological ex- & 
pforation , the overseas ctfition of ^ 
the People’s Daily said It said 
tire amount would rise next yeaf 
to m annual 80 mflfion yiian >* 
$14.55 million, a gamcr 50 mifly m 
ynan $9.10 million for 1991. 
Ctomsse scholars have expressed ^ 
alann at the lack of protection of . 
™aent sites, saying untold qofifi- 
titles- of cultural treasures ’"are ^n 
Peered or destroyed every year. V 





